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TO THE 
Profeſſors of CHRISTIANITY, 


"Whether they have the True, Living, Power-, 
| ful ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt or no? * __ 


© * 
With ſomeQyeries concerning Chriſt, and his appearan- 
ces; his taking upon him our fleth ; as alſo concerning his fleſh 
- and blood, and our being formed thereof, and feeding thereon. 


Andan Incitation to Prefeſſors ſeriouſly to conſider, whether they 
or \ve fail, in the true agknowledgment and owning of the 
Chriſt which died at Feruſalem, : 


>" E 
Likewiſe ſome Propoſitions and Conſiderations concerningthe n#« 
* _ guteof Church-worſhips & O:dinances,fir.ce the death of the 4poſtles,for 
- ,che fake of the ſimp!1ciry, which hath been lon; held captive chereins 


* , 
With'the ſounding of Bowels towards thee, O England. 
Alſo-a faithful Guidance to the Principle and Path of Truth, - . 
WITH Po. 


'Some ſenſible experimental Queſtions and Anſwers from the 
tenth Chapter of Fohy, 


By Iſaac Penington , Priſoner in Alisbury, who (by the 
Counſel of the Lord) hath choſen rather to ſuffer Afiifion 
with the deſpiſed People of God, then to enjoy the pleaſures 


of {in for a ſegſon. 
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Reader, . By reaſon of the Authors abſence from the Preſs, theſe few- 
faults bave eſcaped, which thou art deſired thus to amend, 
Page 12. line 29, reade, Fot we were as ſhy. P.33,1, 21. r, 94- 
thered thither. P,36./.12, y, How while the Church, P.46, 1.19 h 
r, eff; As not the thing now, P,50.1,24.r, which who can utter ! p 


{© THE PREFACE. . Fae 

= His is life Eternal, that they might know thee the only! 41 w? 
_ God,and Jeſus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent, /Phom | 
aid the Father ſend? Did be not ſend the Son of his Love ? 
From whence did he ſend him? Did he not ſend himout of his 
own Boſom ? IVhither dtd be ſend him ? Did he nat ſend bim 
into the World to take upn him a Body, and plorifie the Name 
of the Father, 8 hu Will therein ? He laid down his Glory, 


ſtripping himſelf of the form of God, and appearing in habit as 


| a manyn their Ratnent,with their Garment upon himin which, 
4 | as a Servant, the Seed,(the Hei, of all) ſerved the Father. And. 
| now hu work being as good as dine, be looks back at the Glory 
which he bad laid down for the Fatbers ſake, looking up to the 
Father for the reftoring of it to him again, I have glorified 
thee on the Earth, /azth he, I have Friſked the work which 
| 
| 


thou gaveſt me to do, And now, O Father, gloritie thou 
me with thine own ſelf, with the glory which I had with 
thee before the World was, Jobn 17. 4, 5. 
Now having ſought and travelled (from my (hildhood) after 
the true knowledge of God, and of his (hiſt 5 and having been 
ſatisfied with nothing elſe that ever I could meet with, and hau- \ 
ing at length (through the tender mercy of the Lord, and gui- 
C dance of bis Spirit) met with thts,and been ſatisfied therewith, 
finding it to be the eternal Life, the true Food, the living Power, 
the pure Reſt,the Joy and Salvation of the Soul ; I cannot but 
tefitfie it to thoſe that lay out ther Money for that which irnot' 
Bread, and ther labour for that which ſatisſieth not, - 
. IVe (ſme of us at leaſt) laid out as much of our money 1s 
| others who now deſpiſe us have done,and as much of our labuurs 
And (I may ſpeak tin the fear of the Loraand in true ſence, 
without boaſting) ſome of us had as much of that which they feed 
03, call bread,as they have now.Yet when the Lord brought ug 


to the true Baltance,we found it no, to be bread,nor able to grue 
; A 2 the 
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THE PREFACE, 

the Soul true ſatisfattion. The bread was not that which we then called 
bread but that which we overlooked, and wiſt no: what it was, But the 
eternal Life, which was hid with the Father,C> 1s manifeſted in the Son, 
and made known to the Soul, (as the Son 1s manifeſted to 11, and revealed 
init) that ts bread indeed, that 11 meat which periſheth nor,but will en- 
dure when all literal and outward knowledge of God and Chriſt fails and 
will fall ſhort of ſatisfying that hunger of the Soul, which # after the 
ſubſtance ut ſelf. 

Now to draw mens minds to a ſence of Truthyto a ſence of that which 
1s the thing,that they might knowthe Bread indeed,that they might know 
the living Waters ,come to them and drink thereof, and find Chriſt in them 
a Well of Water ſpringing up lo eternal Li fe;therefore WAs 1t 111 my heart 
to give forththis Queſtion, and the enſuing Queries, which he that 
rightly anſwers mult Ryow the thing ; and he that doth not know the 
thing, by bit inability to auſwer may find that he doth not, and ſo may 
wait pon Ged that be may receive the knowledge of it, and comgtoit, 
or the eternal Life which it 9 giveth, 

The Jews were puzled with a literal knowledge of the Law and Pro. 
phers, and about the Meſſiah to come, according totheur underſtanding of 
the Propheſies concermng him, and ſo were kept fromthe true knowledge 
thereby. Moſt ſorts of Toſe that now profeſs Chriſt, are puzled about a 
knowledge concerning the outward Body, fleſh and blood of Chriſt, accord. 
ng as they apprehend the Scriptures to ſpeak,and ſo the vail is over their 
hearts likewiſe, and they cannot ſee the eternal Life and Subſtance, no 
pore than the Jews ; but by an outward luteral knowledge are kept back, 
fromthe thing, as the Tews were. Now the breathing of my heart to the 
Lord is, to take away the Vail from all hearts that ſincerely deſire after 
Truth, and to open the true Eye in them, that they may ſee the deſire and 
beloved of their Souls, and may be led by him into the true travel, out of 
ſelf,towards the Kingdom, yea into the very Land of the living, where 
the food of Life is fed upon, where the lwving Springs flow, where are 
Vineyards which we planted not, and dwelling places which we built not, 
where the fruit of the Vine of Gods planting (the Wine of the Kingdom) 
3% drunk, of, even new in the Kingdom, with the Father and Son in the 
Spirit, who are one and all there. 

The Lord give @ ſence and underſtanding, that the ear of the Needy, 
the offlifled in Spirit, the Monrners, the Captives, the bowed down may 
bear, and may be drawn to touch that which hath the virtue init, and 
which effeftually redeemeth (thoſe that wait upon it) from all that bow- 
eth down and oppreſſeth, . A 
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A Queſtion to the Profeflors of Chriſtianicy; 


Whether they have the true, living, powerful, 
Javing Knowledge of Chriſt, or no? 


HE Queſtion is not, Whether they know what is ſaid of 
him in the Scriptures ; but whether they know it ſaving- 
' ly, truly, lroingly, powerfully ? Yea, they may kno 
What is ſaid of him,and yet not knoiy him of whom thoſe 
things are ſaid. As it Was With the Scribes and Phariſees ; they 
knew what was ſaid of Chiiſt in the Law and Prophets ; but they 
knew not him himſelf, when he appeared in that body of Fleſh. 
So men may now know what the Apoliles and Evangelifts have 
ſaid concerning his appearance in a body of Fleſh, ( concern- 
ing his Birth, Circumciſion , Baptiſm , Preaching , DoRtrine, 
Miracles, Death, ReſurreRtion, Aſcention, Interceſſhon, &c,). 
and yet not know him, of whom theſe things are ſaid, Yea, they 
may knoiv What is ſaid conceining the Word which was from the 
beginning, and yet not know the Word, the Power, the Life it 
ſelf. 
Since the prevailing of the Apoſtles Teſtimony, the way of the 
Enemy hath not been direRly to deny Chriſt, but to bring men in- 
to ſuct? a knowledge of Chriſt, as ſaves not. And as the Enemy 
did own Chriſt, when he _—_ in that body of Fleſh, ſaying, 
1 know thee who thou art, the holy One of God : So he hath found tt 
for his advantage, almoſt ever ſince, to own that appearance of his. 
So that this he doth not oppoſe, nor mens knowledge and under- 
Randing of Scriptures ſo, as to confirm them in this, But the 
Saving knowledge, the True knowledge, the Living knowledge, 
the powerful knowledge of Truth, that he alwayes oppoſerh ; for 
that alone overturns and deſtroys his Kingdom in man, and brings 
man from out of his reach, 
Nov there is a vaſt difference betveen knowing the Relations 


concerning a thing, and knowing the thing related of, And there 
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is alſo a great deal of difference between believing the Relation 
concerning a thing, and believing in the thing which is relate 
of, 
Spiritual things cannot be ſavingly known, but in union with 
them, in the receiving of them, A man cn never really know 
the Spitit of God, by all that can be ſaid concerning it, but he mult 


- firſt feel ſomeivhat of it, whereby he may truly know it, So the 


Peace, the Joy, the Life, the Power , they paſs the underſtand. 
ing, anda man can never rightly know them by reading, or com- 
prehending never ſo !much concerning them ; but by coming out 
of kimſelt, and travelling thither where they are given and made 
manifeſt, he may come into acquaintance with them. Andif the 
Peace wrich Chriſt gives, the Joy, the Life, the Power, cannot 
be thus known by literal deſcriptions ; How can he, who is the 
Fulneſs of all, the Fountain of them all, the Treaſury of all Per- 
feRtion, in whom are hid all the Riches and Treaſures of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge ; hoiv can he be known by outward and litteral de- 
ſc:iptions ? 

Now we have travelled through theſe things. We knew former- 
ly what ye know now ; and we alſo know now,what God hath given 
us further; and what our former knowledge was, and what our 
preſent knowledecis. And this is it which gives us ſatisfaction. 

Our knowledge is in a Principle, wherein we receive our capa- 
City of knowing, and \whereinthe Father (from whom the Prin- 
cip;e cam?) teachethus, And this is his way of teaching us, to 
wit, by making ug one with the thing he teachech, Thug we learn 
Chriſt, by being born of him, by putting him on, Thug we know 
his Righteouſnets, his Life, his Wiſdom, his Power, by receiv- 
ing a p:oportion of them, which giveth an ability to diſcern and 
acknowledge the fulneſs. Andin this we receive the underſtand- 
ing of the Scriptures, and knoiy the Seed of the Woman, (which 
biuiſeth the Serpents head) by receiving the Seed, by feeling its 
orowth in us, and its power over the Enemy. Then we know the 
thing ; likewiſe we know the V Voman that brings forth this Seed 
after the Spirit, which is the Fernſalem above ; and we know alſo, 
and fingly acknowledge the bringing forth of it outwardly after the 
fAl:th. This Seed we know to be the Seed of Abrabam, the Seed 
of David after the Fleſh, and the Seed of God after the power o 
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the endieſs life, And we are taught of God to give the due hie- 
nour to each'; to the Seed of God in the firſt place, to the Seed of 
David in the ſecond place. There was the Seed that wrought the 
thing, which Seed was the Life ; and the Seed in which he wrought 
it, which was formed into a Veſſel like ofrs, but without Gin, in 
which the pure Lamb appeared in the pure Power of Life, which 
kept the Veſlel pure : and ſo he (who was to be the firlt Fruits) 
had the honour above all his Brethren, being anointed with the 
Oyl of Gladneſs above his Fellows, 

But we alſo are born of the ſame Szed, He is formed in us, we 
are formed of him; we are as well of his fleſh and blood, as he 
was of ours, And by being thus formed, and feeling him grow up 
in 18, and receiving an underttanding from him, and in him ; thus 
we come to know him, and to underttand the words of Scripture 
concerning him, By feeling and knowing the Lamb in out Veſſels, 
we know alſo what was the Lamb in his Veſlel. 

Thus we know things in the certainty and demonſtration of Gods 
Spuit, even in the Light which ſhines from him, and in the Life 
which he begets ; and ie ſpeak of things as they are, and as we 
feel them to be in the true Life, which the Spirit of Chriſt hath 
b22otten in us. And we can truly ſay concerning the Scriptures, that 
ncw ive believe, not ſo much becauſe of the relation of things con- 
cerning Chriſt, which ve have found in them ; but becauſe we have 
ſen and received the thing which the Scriptures ſpeak of, and find 
it to be the very thing indeed,the very Chrilt of God, the ſpotleſs 
One, the living Garment of Righteouſneſs and Salvation, where- 
in God findeth no fault, and in which the Soul appzars without 
blame before him. And concerning this can we ſpeak words of its 
Nature, Words of its Virtue, words of its Life, Power and Righ- 
reouſne(s, Which that which is of the fleſh cannot hear, but that 
which is born of God naturally owvneth and underftandeth, Why 
ſo Becauſe it knoweth the nature of the thing, and receiveth 
them in the ſavour thereof, Can Life deny Lite ? Can the Birth of 
Life deny that which ſprings out of the ſame Womb ? No,no. The 
Children which are born of Wiſdom, do jultife Wiſdom in its ſe= 
veral ſproutings forth and appearances ; but that which denies it, 
is a birth after the Letter, a birth after the litteral and outward 
knowledge of things, a birth of the comprehegding Wiſdom ; = 
indeed. 


(8) 
indeed reproacheth and blaſphemeth the incomprehenſible wiſdom, 
in its incomprehenſible wayes, and would reſtrain life to what 
they apprehend, or can comprehend by the Letter concerning it. 
- | And this may be a great evidence to Prioteflors, that they know 
not Chriſt indeed, Chiitt in his Nature; Spirit, Life, and Power ; 
b:cauſe they ſpeak not of him as Perſons who feel the thing, and 
ſpeak from the preſent ſence of it, and acquaintance With ir, but 
only as perions that bring forth a Notion they have received into 
their underftandings, And yet they fail therein allo ; for 
they ſpzak not of Chriſt according as the Scriptures hold him 
forth, compared one with another, but as they have grolly appre- 
hended concerning him from ſome Scriptures, as the Jews outward 
did. Por the Scriptures ſpeak not only of a Body, but alſo of him 
that appeared in the Body ; nor only of bodily fleſh, blood and 
bones, but alſo of ſuch fleſh and bones, whereof Chriſt and his 
Church confilt, He is Chiiſt, (ſay the Scriptures) who is one 
with the Father, who came from the Father, in whom the Father 
was, and who was in the Father; ſo ſaid Jeſus of himſelf (lifting 
up bis eyes to Heaven, and praying to the Father for his Diſci. 
ples,and the Children whom the Father had given him) more then 
once in that ſeventeenth Chapter of John. Yea he is Chrift, whom 
a man cannot ſee, but he mult ſee the Father alſo ; and whom,ivho. 
foever [eeth the Father, ſeeth, who was before Abraham was ; whom 
no man could know Whence he was, even as no man can know 
whence the Father is, Chriſt granted the Jews that they knew him, 
and whence he vas as to his Body ; and yet for all that, he was the 
Chiit who was to come, whom no man kne'v from whence he 
was. What was that, Chiilt called me, ſpeaking to Philip ? Haſt 
thou not k; own me Philip ? Haſt thou not ſeen, me ? What, doſt thou 
know me after the fleſh, after the body > Doſt thou take that for 
me ? Havel been ſo long with you, and do ye knoiv me no better 
then ſo ? The body is from bzlow, the body is like one of yours, 
(only ſanctifyed by the Father, and preſerved without (in,) but I 
am the ſame Spirit, Life and Being with the Father. We are one 
Su bſtance,one pure power of Life, and we cannot be divided ; bur 
he that ſees one mult needs ſee both, and he that knows one mult 
needs know both, This is the Lamb of God which Jobs bare wit- 
neile of, which he ſaid was before bim, (Fobs 1, 15,) which the 
body Was not, | Now 


£ 
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Now Friends, if ye have this living ſpititual knowledge, if ye 
bold it in him that is true ; then own Rk acknowledge it, (as it is 
expreſſed in the Scriptures, and as God hath now brought it forth 
10 his People) that ye may manifeſt your ſelves to that which is of . 
God, that ye are of him. There is an underſtanding and wiſdom . * 
of man, and there is a Witneſs of God, which Witneſs gives true 
Judgment. Man (at beſt) judgeth but accordiog as things ap- 
pear to him from the Scriptures ; but the Witneſs judgeth of the 
things of God in the demonſtration of the Spirit, according as they 
are felt and known to be in bim. 

But if ye have not this knowledge, but have long laid out your 
money and labour for that which is not bread, nor can yeeld the 
true ſatisfation ; O come to the waters, and receive that which 
18 given freely, without money and without price. O ell all for 
the Pearl, for the knowledge which is of Life, for the knowledge 
which is Life. 7 amthe Way, the Trath, and the Life,Caith Chiilt, 
this is life Eternal to know, And wait to feel the Rock laid as a 
Foundation in you, even the Seed of God, the Life of Chriſt, 
the Spirit of Chtiſt revealedin you, and your Souls born of it,and 
built uponit, O that ye could come out of your own underſtand- 
ings, that ye might feel and receive the love of my Heart, and 
know the travel of my Bowels for you ; that ye might be born of _ 
the Truth, and know and receive it a$iti$ in Jeſus, and as it is 
felt in the Spirit, andin its own pure Power, 

Now a little further to remove Scruplez and Prejudices out of 
the minds of ſuch as ſometimes have been touched with the power 
of Truth, and have bad the Witneſs of God reached to in their 
hearts ; but afterwards the Enemy hath raiſed miſts, and caſt blocks 
in their way, ſirring up in them hard thoughts againſt us, as if we 
denyed what the Scriptures afhim in this thing, and indezd (in 
effe&) that Chriſt which died at Fer»ſa/em, and ſer up a natural 
Principle within inſtead thereof. 

To remove this out of the minds of the honeſt-hearted, (who in 
the guidance of God may light on this Paper)I ſhall opzn my hearc 
nakedly herein, 

1. Wedoown that the Word of God (the only begotten of the 
Father) did take up a Body of the fleſh of the Virgin Mary, who 


was of the Seed of David, according to the Scriptures, and => 
B the 
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(19) 
the Will of the Father therein, in holy obedience unto him both in 
life and death, 

2. That he did offer up the fleſh and blood of that Body (though 
not only ſo, for he poured out his Soul, he poured out his Life) a 
Sacrifice or Offeriog for fin, (do not, O do not fumble at it, but 
rather wait onthe Lord to underſtand it, for we ſpeak in this matter 
what we kno'v) a Sacrifice unto the Father, and in it taſted death 
for every man ; and. that it is upon confideration (and through 
Gods acceptance of this Sacrifice for fin) that the fins of Believers 
are pardoned, that God might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him 
which believeth in Jeſus, or who is of the Faith of Jeſus, 

3. What is attributed to that Body, we acknov/ledge and give 
to that Body in its place, according as the Scripture attributeth ir, 
which is through and becauſe of that which dwelt and acted in it, 
But that which ſanRified and kept the Body pure (and made all ac- 
ceptable in him) was the Life, Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of the 
Spirit, Andthe ſame thing that kept his Veſlel pure, it is the 
ſame thing that cleanſeth us- The value which the natural fleſh 
and blood had, was from that; in its coming from that, 1n its act- 
ing in that, in its ſuffering through that. Yea,indeed, that bath 
the virtue, that is it which 18 of an unchangeable nature, which 
abideth for ever, Which is pure, and maketh pure for ever ; and it 
15 impoſſible for a man to touch 1t, but he muſt feel cleanhng by it, 
Now this living Virtue and Power, man was ſhut out from by the 
fall, but through the true knowledge of the death of Chriſt, the 
ray is made open to it again, and man brought to it to be bap. 
tized, waſhed, cleanſed, ſanRified, fitted for, and filled with 
life ; ſo that this is it that doth the thing ; this is it from whence 
Chriſt had his own fleſh and blood, (for we are taught both by-the 
Spirit and by the Scriptures to diſtinguiſh between Chriſts own 
fleſh, and that of ours, which he took up and made his) which 
Azeth and blood we feed of in the Spirit, which they cannot feed 
on which ſerve at the outward Tabernacle , nor they neither 
wich knzv onely the outvard body, but they only that feed in the 
od pUuits 

' Now of thi: thing we might ſpeak yet more clearly and plainly, 
could men hcat our words, Burt if we have ſpoken to you earthly 
things (in Paradlzs and Figires,. ſuitable to your my 

an 


( 11 ) 
and ye believe not ; How (hall ye believe, if we ſpeak to you hea« 
venly things ; if ie ſhould tell you plainly of the Father, in whom 
is all the life of the Son, and all the virtue of Salvation that ever 
the Son had from him ? The Jews were to learn in Types, Figures 
and Shadows, till Chrit came. And after Chriſt came, he alſo 
taught them in Reſemblances and Similitudes of things : and the 
Apolile wrote and ſpake much to, perſons, as jult coming out of 
that ſtate, in a lavguage ſuited to that Rate, But he that comes 
into the thing it ſelf, and is taught there by the Spirit; after he is 
grown up and made capable, he is taught plainly the nature of the 
Heavenly things, and the words of the Apoſtles, (concerning the 
deep things of God) which are myſterious to others, are manifeli & 
plain to him. Yea the Lord ſo teacheth him things, as words cannot 
utter; that is, He ſo knoweth the Peace of God, the Joy of his 
Spirit, the Life and Power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, and pure pretious way of ſanRifying the heart, the 
tender Mercy, Faithfulneſs and rich love of the Father, cc. as 
he cannot utter to any man; nay ſo, as he never [earned(nor could 
learn) from words about the thing ; but by the ſenſe and experi- 
ence of the thing it ſelf, the Lord (in whom are the depths of life, 
and who giveth the ſenſe and undetltanding of the deep things of 
the Spiriz) opening them in him, and manifeſting them to him, 
And indeed, this is the right and excellent way of knowledge, t6 
come into the Union, tocome into the Thing it ſelf; to learn in 
the Union, to ſee and know in the Thing, This is the Way that 
the Lord teacheth all his Children in the new Covenant, by inward 
Life, by the pure Light within, by the invard demonkiration of 
his Spitit, by the Power and Virtue of the Truth it ſelf, which it 
hath in him that is true. And he that is in the Sox,hath ſome mea- 
ſure of this Life : and he that hath not ſome meaſure of this Life, is 
notin the Son ; butin a talk and wiſe knowledge of things after 
the fleſh, which will periſh,and he with it, who abideth there. For 
no man can be ſaved, but by coming into the knowledge which is 
of 2 pure eternal, living, ſaving Nature. Can an opinion which a 
man takes up concerning Chrilt from the Scriptures (and calting 
himſe'f chereupon) ſave him? forit is no more than an Opinion 
or JudgTent unto a man, unleſs he be ia the life and power of the 


thing it ſelf, Then indeedic ig Truth ro him, Knowledge in him, 
32 112ht 
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right Knowledge ; otherwiſe it is but Knowledge falſly ſo called, 
Knowledge which will not ſubdue his heart to Truth, nor hath its 
{eat there, but in his head, making him wiſe and able there to 
oppoſe Truth, and ſo bringing him intoa ſtate of Condemnation, 
Wrath and Miſery beyond the Heathen, and making him harder co 
| | be ivrought upon by the Light and Power of Truth, than the very 
H:athen. Theretore conhder your wayes, O Profeflors of Chriſti- 
anity, and do not deſpiſe the hand which 1s firetched forth to. you 
in the love of God, and in the motion and guidance of his Spir:r, 
who condeſcends to you exceedingly, that he might reach to his 
own in you, and ſcatter your Apprehenſtons, Imaginations and 
| Conceivings about the meanings of Scriptures (which are as ſo 
' many Chains of Death and Darkneſs upon you) that ye might come 
to him in whom is Life, and who gives life freely to all that come 
to him, O obſerve what Barrs were in the way of the Sctibes 
BW and Phariſees. They would not come to him that they might have 
life ; nay indeed they could not, as they ſtood, There ate greater | 
Barrs in your way ; yea it is harder for many of you to come to him, 
than it was for them, My upright defire to the Lord for you is, 
That he would remove the ſtumbling-blocks out of your way, that 
he would batter and knock down the fl:(h in you, that he would 
| firjp you of al your knowledge of Scriptures according to the fle(h, 
that ye might be made by him capable of knowing and receiving 
things according to the Spirit ; and then ye will know how to un- 
derltanc, honour and make uſe of the Letter alſo ; but till then ye 
cannot but make uſe of it both againſt your own Soxls, and againit 
Chriſt and his Truth, 
And then for ſetting up a natural Pinciple, weare further from 
| »that thep ye are aware, For we ite as ſhy of this, and jealous 
| that it Was a natural Principle as ye can be, and ſtarted from it,di- 
| vers of us, till the Lord by his eternal Power, and demonſtration 
J of his Spirit reached our hearts, and ſhewed us that it was the 
| Seed cf the Kingdom (even the Root of all the Spiritual life, that 
either ve our ſelves formerly,or ever any elſe received at anytime) 
and gave us the fight of the things of the Kingdom in it, and at 
tevgth wrought that in us,and for us by it, which never was wrought . 
in us before, and which can be wrought by nothing elſe but the 
power of the Spirit, Now having certainly felt and known - 
t21ng 
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thing in our own hearts ; and having alſo ſeen the Snares and Nets 
which the Enemy laies for you, whereby he keeps you from the 
true Bread, and from the Water and Wine of the Kingdom (even 
as he kept us formerly;) How can we hold our peace, but witneſs 
to you (in the love and drawings of the Spitit of the Lord) of the 
Truth, Life and Power which we have felt in Jeſus, though ye be= 
come our Enemies therefore ? Nor do we this to bring you to ano-= 
ther Opinion or outward Way, (that is not our end) but that ye 
might feel the thing it ſelf, and know aſluredly what is the Truth, 
in that which never was deceived it ſelf, not ever deceived any, 
nor will ſuffer any to be deceived who are joyned to it, and abide 
init, O why ſhould ye wander in the dark Opinions and uncer- 
tainties of the night ? Why ſhould ye not rather come to that 
wherein the light of the day ſprings, and out of which it ſhines ? 
And can the natural man (who hath his eyes) be deceived about 
the hehe of the natural day > Doth he not know the Light of the 
day, both from the lights, and alſo from the darkneſs of the night ? 
Ten thouſand times more certain and inwardly ſatisfied is he, who 
is born of the ſpiritual Day, brought forth in the Light thereof, and 
who ſpiritually ſees, lives and walks therein. So that there is no 
doubt in him who is grown up into the thing ; but he bath the aſſu- 
rance of Faith, (which is far above the aſlurance of outward ſenſe 
or reaſon) and the aſſurance of underſtanding, O bleſſed is he 
who hathaneye to ſee, an ear to hear, an heart toundeiſtand the 
things which God hath revealed by his Sper; in this our day, the 
living Way which he hath now made manifeR, the principle of Life 
that he hath raiſed out of the Grave of Death, But he that reproach- 
eth and ſpeaketh evil of this, (thatwill neither enter in himſelf, 
nor ſuffer others) he is far from receiving the bleſhng or blefled- 
neſs of this Seed ; bur groweth up in the wrong nature and ſpirit, 
the end whereof is to be burned, with all that 1s in union with it, 
and groweth up from it. Therefore come out from that ſpirit, 
come out of that dark mind and nature, which never ſaw nor 
can ſee the Truth, (but ſetteth up Opinions and appearances of 
things inſtead of it) and receive the Anointing which is given with 
and in the Seed, which is raiſed in ſome, and vifited in many, in 
this day of the Lords Love and tender Mercy, to whom the Living, 
« the Senſible, the Redeemed fivg praiſes, and on whom they waits 
30x 
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WELD, 
for his furthgr manifeſting of his Power and Glory in then daily 
more and more. 

Now Friends, if ye will know aright, ot believe atight, ye 
muſt know and believe in him, who was with the Father before the 
World was ; who was the Saviour, the Jeſus, the Chiiſt, from 
everlaſting. For what makes him ſo? Is it not his Nature? Is it 
not the power of Salvation in him ? His taking up a body made no 
alteration in him, added nothing to him; onely it was neceſlary 
that he ſhould take it up to fulfil the Will in it, and to offer it up a 
Sacrifice in his own Life and Spirit to the Father, This we firmly 
believe; and this alſo we cannot but ſay further, That the Virtue, 
the Value, the Worth, the Excellency of what was done by him in 
the Body, was not of the Body, but it was in him before time, in 
tine, and will be after time, and for ever : Yea, it is he to whom 
the Name Feſw and Chriſt did of right belohg before he took up 
the Body;zand he onlypitforth is the Body, the laving Virtue which 
he had before, which belonged to the Nature, to the Anointing in 
him, whether ever he had ſaved any with itor no, And this Vir- 
tue, this Life, this Spirit,'this Nature of his,is the Food, the Righ- 
teouſneſs, the Garment of Life and Selvation; which be (through 
the death of the Body) made and prepared a _ for the Soul 
to come to, tofezed on, and be cloathed with. ' I can hardly Rop 
ſpeaking of theſe things for your ſakes, that through my words (or 
the words of whom the Lord ſhall pleaſe) ye might come to feel 
that which is able to give you the holy underſtanding, and might 
come to the true ſence and experience of the Truth it ſelf, and 
might ſee who hath blinded you, and how he hath blinded you,and 
fed you with Huks and dry food, inſtead of that which hath the true 
Iiving Sap in it. But while ye ſee and judge in that which 1s wrong, 
ye muſt needs judge amiſs both of your ſelves and others, and allo 
of the Truth it ſelf, and of the words ſpoken either formerly, or 
now concerning it ; Whereby ye expoſe and bring yout ſelves under 
the righteous Judgment of the Truth ir ſelf, even of the Son, and 
the Light of his Day, which hath power from the Father to judge 


all falſe appearances, deceits and decelvels. 
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T hath pleaſed the Lord, as he manifeſted his Chriſt gloriouſly 
before the Apoſtacy; ſo to manifeR him\ſo again. For he was not 
only boxn (in rhe fleſh); of the, Virgin Mary ; but he was alſo 
born in the Spirit of the Woman cloathed with the Sux, which 
had the Moon under her feer, and on her head a Crown of twelve 
Stars, She alſo brought forth the Man-Child, who was to Rule all 
Nations with a Rod of Iron, Rev. 12, | | 
Now of this appearance and return of the Lord Jeſus,Chriſt,and 
his freſh bringing forth of his Life and Power, in his Body , the 
Chusch, there are many Witneſles, who have ſeen, felt and taſted 
thereof, with the Eyes and Sences which are of God, and of the 
new Birth, And of this (in the Love and good Will of God, and 
fromvrhe drawings and requirings of his Spiric) they bear witneſs 
to'others; that they alſo might come to ſee the glory and bright. 
neſs of his Day, and rejoyce therein, For indeed it is a glozious 
Day inwardly in Spirit,to thoſe that are quickened and gathered to 
the living Shephzard and Biſhop of the Soul, by the eternal Aim 
of his Power. And happy is the Eye that ſees the things that they 
ſee, and the Ear that hears what they hear, and the Heart that un- 
derſtands the things which God hath revealed in and unto them by 
his Spirit, if x | 
Glorious was the appearance of Chiiſt in fleſh ; but there were 
blocks in the way of the Jews, that they could not knoiv, own, be- 
tieve and receive him,” And gloriqus is the adminiſtration of his 
life in Spiric,in this day of his Power : but there are alſo blocks 
lying in the way of them to whom it is ſent, which cauſe them to 
fumble at it, and keep them both from letting it into them, and 
alſo from giving up toit. But bleſſed was he who was not cftenc= 
ed in Chniſ-then; and blefled-is be who is.not offended at nim now, 


For he that is offended at him, . ho is Life, and gives Lite, _ 
ng 


(x6)) 
bling at the preſent way of diſpenſation, which God hath choſen 
to give it out by, how (hall he live ? This 18 the cauſe that ſo ma- 
ny poot hearts lie mourning and grovelling on the earth, groaning 
becauſe of their ns, fearing becauſe of the ſtrength of the Ene. 
my, and the cortuptions of their, own hearts, Which are contmu. 
ally ready to berray ther into his hands ;\ becauſe they know not 
him, who hath ſtretched out his Arm, and 1s come in his Power to 
deliver; but ate prejudiced againſt the way, Wherein he hath and 
doth deliver. Yea, they know not his Voice who calls, Come wn- 
to me, lamthe Reſurreftion and the Life. He that believeth in me, 


fall receive my ſirength ; and though he were never ſo weak, ſhall be= 


come a3 David ; and though never ſo unclean, ſhall find the Waters, 
which ſpring from my Well to cleanſe him, and nouriſh him to Life 
everlaſting. 

How tenderly did Chriſt vicit the Jews,in the dayes of bis fleſh ? 
How powerfully, and in the true Authority of God, did he preach 
among them? What mighty Works did he ſhew? and yet they 
could not believe, Why ſo? The Enemy had entred them with 
his temptations, had got ſomewhat into their minds of a contrary 
nature,to keep out thereby the ſenſe, knowledge, and acknowledg- 
ment of him. So that when their hearts were even overcome with 
his Poiver and ſweet precious Do&trine, and ready to yeeld that 
this was he, this was Chiiſt indeed; then the Enemy raiſed up 
ſome Argument or other to prejudice them againſt him, that he 
might thereby beat them off,and drive them back again from own. 
in2 or receiving him, This man 15 not of God, ſay ſome ; for be 
keepeth not the Sabbath, He cannot be a Prophet, ſay others, 
becauſe be is of Galilee, out of which no Prophet ariſeth, He can- 
not be Chriſt, ſaith a third ſort, becauſe we kyow whence he is ; but 
when Chriſt cometh, no man knoweth whence he is, He is not holy, 
ri, and zealous according to the Law, ſay others ; but a looſe 
perſon, 4 man gluttonons, and a Wine-bibber, a friend of Publicans 
ard ſinners; one who teacheth not his Diſciples to falt and pray, 
(:$ the Phariſees did theirs, and Fob», who was generally looked 
ufo" 28 a Prophet, did his) but juſtifieth them in plucking the ears 
of Corn on the Sabbath Day, and ſo thereby rather incouraging 
them to break it, then Rrictly to obſerve and keep it according to 
Gods Law, Heis a Blaſphemer, ſay ſome, (ſpeaks moſt horrid 

blaſphemy) 
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molt ſtrict and zzalous men that we have, (even our Teachers and 
Interpreters of the Law and Prophets) calling them Hypocr:tes, 
painted Sgpulchres,blind Guides, &c. and pronounceth Wo upon Wo 
againſt them, And thoſe that are the Children of Abraham, he 
calls the Children of the Devil, and ſaith, He that committeth ſin, 
is the Servant of /in, Put if the Son (meaning himſelf) maks you 
free, ye ſhallbe free indeed, Andit we will have life in us,we mult 
believe in him, and eat his fleth, apd drink his blood ; (Did ever 
Moſes, or any of the Prophets teach ſuch DoCtrine? ) Again, be 
ſaith, If a man keep my ſaying, he ſhall never ſer death ; whereas 
Abrabam and the Prophets (who bzlieved God, and kept his ſay- 
ings) are all dead, This made them even conclude he had a Dz- 
vil, Jobu8.52, So ko could they underſtand him, when he 
ſaid, He was the gord Shepherd, and the Dow, &c. and that all 
that ever came before him were Thieves and Robbers ? Would thy 
not look upon this as witneſſing of himſelf, and endeavouring to 
ſet up himſelf > And when he ſaid, Verily, werily, before Abraham 


was, Iam; Were they not ready to one him, for ſpeaking a falſe' 


and impotſhble thing, as it ſeemed to them, he manifeſtly being 
not yet hfty years old ? But ſuppoſe it to be true,* thar he was be= 
fore Abraham, how then conld he be the Meſſiah, who was to come 
of eAbraham, and out of the loyns of David, according to the 
Scriptures? And then for his Miracles, having beforehand con- 
cluded that he was a bad Man, a Sinner, a breaker ct the Sab- 
bath, a Blaſphemer, a deceiver of the People, c>c. How eaſe wag 
it for them to harden themfelves agzinſt them, and to infer that he 
wrought not theſe things by the power of God, but by the aid and 
aſſiſtance of the Devil, to overthrow the Laws and O:dinances of 
Moſes, and to ſet up himſelf and his nzw Doctrine by ? Indeed 
many (and ſome ſeemingly Rrong and unanſwerabl:) were the 
exceptions, Which the wiſdom and underſtanding in them (which 
was out of the Life and Power of Truth) formed 221in|t Chritty 
whereby they juſtified themſelves in their refuſal of him, who was 
Sealed and ſent cf the Father, and fo excluded themſelves the 

Kingdom, and the Righteonſneſs thereof. 
T his is paſt, and thzy can condemn them now, wh »them(elves 
are ating over ayain the ſame thing in ſpirit. It plea':th the Lord 
C tus 
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blaſphemy) -1k&/rg himſelf equal with God, He reproacheth rhe- 


(18) 
thus to ſuffer things to be, Rill ſo to give forth the diſpenſations of 
his Life,as they alone that are in ſome meaſure of his Life can dif- 
cern them. And the ſame ſpirit (under a pew guiſe) Rill op- 
poſeth Trath in its preſent appearance and diſpenſation, and tir- 
reth men up to ſlight and b'aipheme that holy Name and Power, 
which they that believe in, are ſaved and ſanRified by, Well, 
what ſhall I ſay to you? O that ye could diſcern Spitits! O that 
ye could ſee what ſpirit ye are of, and whom ye ſerve, in oppo- 
ſing the preſent diſpenſation of Life ! O that ye could ſee 
how ye read Scriptures out of that which wrote them, and bend 
them againſt that Which wrote them, making your ſelves wiſe and 
. Rirong in a wrong Wiſdom and Knowledge, againſt the Lord, and 
againſt his Chritt, whom he hath ſet upon his holy Hill of Sion, and 
who appeareth there,though ye {ee it not, For Sion is not nov li. 
ecral,or after the fleſh ; (the Day is come, the Shadows are gone.) 
But Sion is the holy Hill of God in Spirit, upon which the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem is built, Which is revealed, come down, and 
coming down from Heaven, and many of the Heavenly Citizens 
dwell there already, and more are coming thither to dwell ; for 
even from the Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South, (hall the gathering 
be, to fit with Abrabam, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom 
which cannot be ſhaken, which Kingdom was received by the 
Chriltians formerly before the Apoſtacy, and is now received a- 
vain, bleſled be his Name, who lives and reigns in Poiver, over 
all rhe ſpirits of darkneſs and deceit, maintaining his pure Life 
and Truth in the hearts of his Children, in deſpite of them all. 
But why ſhould ye thus err in Heart from the pure Truth > Why 
ſhould ye not open to him that knocks in his holy Power, and in 
the demonſtrations of his Spirit to your Conſciences ? Why ſhould 
a ſubtile device of the deceiver be let in and hugged by you, to 
cauſe you to thruſt him back from your hearts, whois the Word of 
eternal Life, and with whom are the words of eternal Life ? The 
Lord God diſcover the deep deceits of the Enemy to you, whereby 
he captivateth your hearts and underſtandings, that it may not be 
alwayes ſaid of you, as it was of the Jews, He came unto his own, 
and his ownrecerved him not, But to as many as received him, he 
gave power in the day of his fleſh,and he giveth much more power 
to them that receive him in Spirit (in the Day of his Spirit) ro 
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become Sons of God, And becauſe they are Sons, he poureth 
out abundantly of his Spirit upon them, And he that hath the 
Spirit, hath the Son ; and he that hath the Son, hath Life. Bur 
he that hath not the Son, (but blaſphemeth the appearance and light 
of his Spirit) hath not life ; butis yet in that Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge which is death, and which keeps him dead, 

Now the Lord, of his tender Mercy, make you ſenſible of, and par- 
don your oppoſing and reſiſting his Truth, and alſo cauſe the Light of 
Life to ſhine in your hearts, quickening and guiding you thereby oxt 
of the Land of Death and Darkneſs, into the holy Land of Life ; that 
all that ſincerely breath after Truth, may (through the faithful tra- 
vel) come to ſit down, dwell and feed together init, in the one Power, 
in the one Life, in the one holy Spirit, where is pure Reſt and Peace, 
perfeft Foy and Satisfattion for evermore, Aer, 
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Some QuERIEsS concerning (briſt, and his Ap- 
pearances ; bis taking upon bim our fleſh : As alſo 
concerning his fleſh and blood, and our being formed 
thereof, and feeding thereon. 


wery, 1, 

Hether there was not a neceſſity of Chriſts taking up- 

\ on him our fleſh, for the redemption of thoſe that had 

finned, and the ſatisfaRion of the juſtice offended ? 

Quer, 2. Whether the Father did not accordingly prepare & 

body for him, to do his Will in all things in, and particularly to 

offer up to him the acceptable Sacrifice for the fins of the whole 
World? | 

wer. 3. Whether it was not neceſſary,in this reſpe& alſo, that 

Chritt ſhould take upon him our fleſh, that he might have expe1i- 

ence of our temptations and infirmities,and become a merciſul and 

faithful High Prieſt and Interceflor for us ? | 

ver, 4, Wherein lay the value and worth of his Sacrifice, and 
of all he did ? Did it lie chiefly in the thing done, or in the Life 


wherein he didit; in that he Cid it in the pure Faith, and in obe= 
| C 2 Clence 
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dience to the Father? He = _ unto death, even the 
death of the Croſs ; and he through the eternal Spirit offered him- 
ſelf without ſpot to God. 

Quer, 5, What was he, for whom the Father prepared a Body, 
and who took it up todo the Will, and did the Will in it > was he 
not the Aim of God, the Power of God, -the Saviour and Salvatie 
on of God, the Jeſus and Chriſt of God ? 

Omer. 6. To whom do the Names and Titles, Jeſus and Chriſt, 
chictly, & in the firſt place belong?do they belong to the Body which 
was took by him, or to him who took the Body ? The Body hath its 
Nature and Properties, and the eternal Word, or Son of God, 
(the pure ſpotleſs Lamb, the Fountain of Innocency) its Nature 
and Properties. Noiv the Query is, Which was the appointed 
Saviour of the Father, which was the Anointed cf the Father ? 
chiefly, and in the firſt place ; Whether the Body prepared, or he 
for hom the Body was prepaxed, todo the Will, and offer up the 
acceptable Sacrifice in ? 

Quer. 7, Which is Chrifis Fleſh and Blood which we are to 
partake of, whereof we are tobe formed, which we are to eat and 
drink, and which is meat and drink indeed, nourithing to life e- 
verlaliing ? Is it the fleſh and blood of the Body, which was pre- 


pared for, and taken by him, wherein he tabernacled and appear- 


ed? orisit the fl:h and blood of him, who took, tabernacled and 
appeared in the Body ? For that which he took upon him, was our 
Garment, even the fleſh and bloodof our Nature, Which is of an 
earthly periſhing Nature: but he is of an eternal Nature, and his 
fleſh, and blood and bones are of his Nature. Now as the Life 
and Nature, which is begotten in his, is Spiritnal ; ſo that which 
feeds, and is the nouriſhment of it, muſt needs be of a ſpiritual'and 
eternal Nature, 

Quer,8, What is the Bread which came down from Heaven ? Ts 
not the Bread and the Fleſh all one > Oatwardly-vifible fleſh and 
blood was not in Heaven, nor came down from Heaven ; but the 
Bread of Life did come down from Heaven, which the heavenly 
Birih fzeds on, and lives by, Por that which r2deems,thet which 
is Jeſus (the Saviour) came down from Heaven, and took upon 
him a body of Neſt here on earth, in which hz manifeſted bimielt 
as King, Piizt and Prophet, and did the Work appointed him by 
the Father, (Fobs 17, 1, &c,) Quer, 9, 
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Over. 9, What was that which ſaved people outvard(y;- ffonr 
their outward infirmities and diſeaſes, while Chriſt was on the 
earth in that Body > Wag it the Body, orthe Life, Power and 
Spirit of the Fathier within the Body, and [manifeſted through the 
Body ? And can any thing leſs ſave inwardly? Noiv that which 
ſaves.,that which hath the Viriue and Power of Salvation in it, that 
the Eye of Faith is to fix upon, and not to Rick or Rop in that, 
through which the Life works ir, 

Query, 10, Who was he that humbled himſelf, that made him- 
ſelf of no reputation, that took upon him-the form of ,a Servanc, 
and was made in the likeneſs of men, and found in faſhion (or 
habit) as a man > Wasit the body of fleſh? or was it He that was 
elorified with the Father before the World was? And who1s to 
have the honour and exaltation > At-whoſe Name is every knec to 
bow ? Is not the reward to him, who laid down his Glory, to take 
upon him the body of fleſh;,and appear in it, that he might honour, 
elorific and fulfill the Will of his Father 2. *' 

Quer, 11. Are not the Children and he of one ? Is not he and 
they of the ſame Rock? ( Both be that ſanttifieth, and they who are 
ſanttified, are all of one, Heb. 2. 11.) Is it not from thence,that be 
is not aſhamed to call them Brethren, even becauſe he finds the 
Nature, Spirit and Life of his Father in them ? What makes 2 
Child to God ? Is it not the being begotten of the Father, and 
born of the Spirit ? And that which 1s born of the Spirit, 1s Spuit, 
Now mark ; Have we the denomination and relation with Chriſt, 
from that which is Spiritual, and hath Chriſt himſelf the Name 
fromzor becauſe of the body of fleſh ? Nay, nay, the Name Chriſt 
was from the anointing which was in the Body, which ran into, and 
filled the Veſſel. ltisttue, the Body in and by the Union, par- 
takes with him of his Name z but the Name belongs chiefly, and 
moſt properly, to the treaſurc in the Veſlel, 

Quer. 12, What is it to put on Chrift, or what. is the putting 
on of Chrit? Is ic the putting on of that body of fleſh? Or the 
_ on a belief concerning him, according to what 18 (aid of 

im in Scripture ? Or is it not rather a putting on of his Nature, 
his Seed, his Spirit, his Life, wherewith the Souls of thoſe that 
are born from above aic cloathed, as the Body 1s mth a Gat- 


ment ? 
Quer, 13, 
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Quer, 13, Who was it that ſaid, I am the ReſurreQtion and the 
Life ? Was it not Chrit? And what did he ſay it concerning ? 
Did he ſay it concerning the Body ? Or did he ſay it concerning 
the Power and Virtue of the Father, which was in the Body ? Did 
he not ſay it concerning that which had the power of Life in it, be- 
fore it took up the Body, and had alſo the power of Life while it 
Was in the Body, yea, and could raiſe up not only other bodies,bur 
that alſo after it had laid it down? For after it was laid in the 
Grave, he could raiſe it up, and take it on again, as vell as hz 
Cid at firit, when it was firſt prepared, (Johs 10, 17, 18,) 

Quer, 14, IfI, or any one elſe have felt the ſaving Arm of the 
Lord revealed in us: If we have felca meaſure of the ſame Life, 
Power and Anointing revealed in our Veſlels, as was revealed in 
his; Isit notof the (ame Nature ? Is it not the ſame thing? Is 
nct Chriſt the Seed ? And is not this Seed ſown in the heart? Noiv 
if this Seed ſpring and grow up in me into a ſpiritual ſhape or form, 
(though it bz bur of a Babe) 1s not Chriſt then formed in me? If I 
b2 inziafrzd into,and grow up in it,am I not ingrafted into Chiiſt, 
(the true Olive-Tree, the true Vine)and do I not groiv up in him ? 
Andis not this the ſame Chriſt that rook upon him the body of 
fl:(h, and offered it without the Gates cf Jeruſalem ? Is there any 
more than one, or is there any other than he ? Is Chriſt divided ? 
Is there one Chriſt within, and another without ? He that know- 
eth the lealt meaſure of the thing, doth he not know the thing in 
iome meaſure ? And he that is1n the leaſt meaſure of the thing, is 
he not in the thing? He that knoweth the Son, doth he not alſo 
know the Father ? And he that knoweth the Spirit, doth he not 
alio know the Son And hethatis in the Spirit, is he not in the 
Son ? For they are one Nature and Being. A man may have no-- 
tions of the one, and not of the other ; but their Nature, their 
Being, their Life, their Virtue is inſeparable, And as Chriſt 
ſaid concerning the Father, That he was in the Father, and the 
Father in him; and that he that ſaw him, ſaw the Father. So 
may it not be as truly affirmed (in the tiuc ſence and underſitand- 
ing of Life) concerning Chriſt, That he is in the Spirit, and the 
Spirit in bim; and that he that ſeeth the Spirit, ſeeth him ; and 
that he that ſeeth him, ſeeth the Spirit? For he is the Spirit, 


according to that Scripture, 2 Cor, 3. 17. New the Lord 3s that 
Spirit ; 
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Spirit ; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there ts Liberty. What 
todo? Why to ſee and read within the Vail, and to behold the 
glory of the Lord, which is revealed there ; which they whom the 
Vail was overt formerly, or whom the Vail is over noiv, have not 
liberty todo, Here 1s confuhon and impoſſibility to mans wiſ- 
dom ; that Chriſt ſhould be all one with the Spirit ; that Chriit 
ſhould ſend the Spirit in his Name, and alſo himſelf be the Spirit 
whom he ſends. (Thisis an hard ſaying, who can bearit?) And 
yet this confuſion to man, is Gods Wildom, and pretious in their 
eye, who are taught of him, 

For it is one and the ſame Chriſt that was ſignified in Types and 
Shadoivs under the Law, revealed in the fulneſs of time in that pre- 
pared Body, and afterwards in Spirit, Now after he ias aſcend- 
ed, he received the Spirit fo as he had not received him before ; 
and ſo having.received the Promiſe of the Father, he ſo diſpenſeth 
the Spirit ta his Brethren and Diſciples, as it had not been diſpen- 
ſed before, Indeed he comforted and refreſhed his People under 
the Law by his holy Spirit, which was their infiructer then, (Neb. 
9.20.) and taught them the things of God under Typzs, Shadows 
and Reſemblances. When he came in the Body, he choſe our 
Diſciples, whom he taught the things of the Kingdom, and was a 
Refreſher and Comforter of them therein. (And was not this ano- 
ther Comforter, than thoſe had under the Laiv ? Had the. Jews be- 
fore, ever any ſuch Comforter, as Chriſt was to his Diſciples in his 
bodily preſence ? ) Noiv when he aſcends, he receives the Spirit 
from the Father, as the Father bad promiſed him; and having ſo 
received him,he ſends him to them for their Comforter, And may 
not this julily b2 tearmed another Comforter, then Chriſt was in 
his bodily preſence ; And yet is it not alſo the ſame Spirit of Life, 
that had been witch them in that Body ? So thatit is another in the 
way of Adminiſtration, but the ſame in ſubltance, even the Word 
which was from the beginning, the Spirit which was from ever- 
lacing, and to everlaſting ; thereis no other, Now as the Father 
ſent the Son, and yet was With, and inthe Sox ; ſo the Son ſending 
the Spirit, he alſo is with, andin the Spirie, And as it is the Fa- 
thers Will, that the ſame honour be given to the Son, as 18 given 
to him; ſoit is the Sons pleaſure, that the ſame honcur be given 
to his Spirit, as is given to him, Yea, as he that will worſhip the 

Father, 
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Father, muſt worſhip in the KY muſt come to him in the Sov.muft 
appear before him in the Son, maſt reverence and kiſs the-So»; ſo 
he that will come to Chriſt, will worſhip him, muſt come to him 
1a the Spirit, muſt boy to him in the Spiree, Yea he that will knoiy 
and worſhip Ctriſt in his fulneſs (in the majeſty of his Glory, Do- 
minion and Power) mult learn to bow at the loweſt appezrance of 
his Light and Spirit, even at the very feetof Jeſus ; for that is the 
lovelt part of the Body, | 

Quer, 15, Did not the Bridegroom go away, 29 to his appear- 
ance in fleſh, that he might come agezin in Spirit ? Did not the 
Apoſtles, who knew his appearance in flz(h, and his tabernicling 
among th:m, know alſo afterwards his appearance in Spirit, and 
his tabernacling in them ? And were not their hearts filled with 
Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, becauſe of the preſence of the 
Bridegroom ? ' Did they not know the Man-Child born and 
brought forth in Spirit, as really ag ever he was born and brought 
forth in fleſh ? Yea, did they” not travel and help to bring him 
forth? Were there not many in that day, who could ſay con- 
cerning the ſpiritual and inward appearance of the Bridegroom, 
We know that the So of God, the eternal Life, the pure power 
and iviſdom of the Father is come ? Did they not receive from hiny 
the underſtanding which he gives in and by his coming ? Yea, 
were they not in him that is true, even of rap Chriſt the Sor, 
who is the true God, and Life eternal ? (1 John 5,20.) Had they 
not received the Kingdom which could not be ſhaken ? And did 
they never ſee and converſe with the King in the Kingdom ? Nay, 
did not he walk in them and they in-him,and he ſup with them and 
they with him, eating and drinking together the Bread and Wine 
of the Kingdom,freſh and new in the Kingdom ? O that ye could 
read in Spirii/O that ye did receive that meaſure of /ife fromChy:ft, 
which the Fathet hath allotted you, that ye might read therein ; 
but the Letter (read out of the Spirit) darkeneth and killeth, 

Oner,16, Whatis the Laver of Regeneration, or the Water 
wherewith the Soxl is waſhed, and whereof a man is born again? 
Is it outward or inward ? Is itthe water which ran out of the fide . 
of the natural Body, when it was pierced ith a Spear? or the 
vater Which ſprings from the Fountain of Life, the water Which 


floweth fiom the Spirie ? What are the waters which —_—— 
ak 
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and defile the mind ? Are they outward waters ? And what are th+ 
waters which purifie and cleanſe it ? Can they be of a lower nature 
then Spiritual ? What are the waters which anſwer the thitt of the 
Soul after Life, after Purity, after Salvation ? That refreſn and 
glzd the heart of him that drinketh thereof ? Are they not from the 
pure River, clear as Chryſtal, which runs from the Throne ? And 
if the water which cleanſeth and nouriſheth the Sou! be ſpiritual ; 
can the fleſh and blood (which falleth not ſhort of the Water in 
its Virtues, Properties and Operations) be inferiour to ic irs na- 
ture and kind ? | | 
Qer, 17, Can outward blood cleanſe the Conſcience ? ye that 
are ſpiritual conſider, ( Can outward water waſh the Soul clean ? ) 
Ye that have ever felt the blood of ſprinkling from the-Lord upon 
your Conſciences, and your Conſciencescleanſed thereby ; did ye 
ever feel it to be outward # Itis one thing What a man apprehends 
(in the way of notion) from the Letter concerning the things of 
God, and another thing what a man feels in Spirze, 
_ +Quer, 18, Seeing the Apoltle ſpeaks of purifying the Heavenly 
. thipgs themſelves, Eby. 9. 23. It would ſeriouſly be inquired in- 
to, and the Lord waited on to know; what nature theſe Sacrifices 
muſt be of, which cleanſe the Heavenly things > Whether they 
muſt not of neceſſity be Heavenly ? If ſo, then whether was it the 
fleſh and blood of the Vail,or the fleſh and blood within the Vail? 
Whether was it the fleſh and blood of the outward earthly Nature, 
or the fleſh, and blood of the inward ſpiritual Nature? Whether 
was it the fleſh and blood which Chriſt took of the firſt Adams Na- 
ture, or the fleſh and blood of the ſecond Adams Nature 2? 
wer, 19, Whatis that wherein they that are in the Sprrer, 
behold as in a Glaſs, with open face, the glory of the Lord ? Is ir 
not Chriſt? And how is Chriſt ſo? Tit not as he is made manifeft 
in Spirit ? Doth he know Chriſt aright, or believe in him aright, 
that knoweth him according to his bodily appearance, (that can 
relate, and firmly believe what he did therein) or he that knoweth 
and believeth in his Spirit and Power ? Henceforth kno we no 
man after the fleſh ; no not Chrift (ſaith the Apoſtle) though we 
have known him ſo, What meaneth that ? The ſame thing may 
be known ſeveral wayes; outwardly, inwardly ; according to the 
Fleſh, according to the Spirir, Nowif ye are of the Spire, live 
IJ D in 
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in the Spirire, If yelivein the Spiric,know in the Sprzt,the things 
of God after the Spirit, as the Sperit reveals, as that which is born 
of God receives; and not as the wiſdom, underſtanding, reaſon, 
and fleſh of man can receive. And then ye will come into fellow- 
ſhip with Chriſt, both in bis death and reſurreQtion, and know in- 
ceed the reſurrection both of the Life and of the Body, which to 
know, and be able to acknowledge in Jeſus, 1s very pretious. 

Quer. 20, Hath not Chriſt made us Kings and Prieſts to God, 
even his Father ? What is it that is the King and Prieftin us? And 
f we be Prieſts, muſt we not have ſomewhat to offer ? What have 
weto offer ? And what makes our Sacrifices ſavoury and accepta- 
ble ? Is it not that of his Spirir,thar of his Life which is in them ? 
Is it not the Faith, the Love, the Obedience (which are all of him) 
wherein they are offered ? If we ſhould give our bodies to be bur- 
ned (in the way of teſtifying to Truth) without this, would they 
be accepted? If we give but a cup of cold water in this, is it not 
accepted ? 

Now, is the Life, the Faith, the Obedience of the Son thie thing 
which is of value in us? And was it not the ſame which was of va- 
luein him ? What did the Father require of the Son, for ſatisfa- 
Rion for Adams diſobedience ? Was it not the obedience of the 
ſecond Adam, which weighed down the tranſgrefſion and diſobe- 
dience of the firſt 2 Doth not this make all righteous, (who are of 
Him,and found in his Nature) as the tranſeretlion of the firſt made 

_ all unrighteous ? ( Rows. 5. 19.) Sacrifice and Offering thou 
wouldſt not, LoIcome to do thy Will O God, (He taketh away 
the firſt, that he may eſtabliſh the ſecond.) By the which Will we 
are ſanRified,through the offering of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt once 
forall, Heb, 10.9, 10, What can be plainer to that which hath 
Truths-ear ? So, by Truth manifeſted inthe heart, there is nothing 
denied of what is ſaid concerning Chiilt in Scripture, but every 
thing owned, believed and received in its proper place. 

Quer.21, Who is the Captain of our Salvation ? Who is it that 
oeirdeth himſelf with Might, riding on conquering and to conquer 
all the Enemies of the Soul ? Is it not the Lamb? Is it not Chriſt ? 
Is it not he, whoſe Name is called the Word of God ? And yet how 
can it be he ? Is not he to fit at Gods 1ight hand, until his Ene« 


mies be made his footſtool, 
y Qnuer, 22; 
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Qvuer, 22, What is the Water and Spirit, whereof a man muſt be 
born again, or he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God? Is it Chrifis 
fleſh and blood or no ? Hrs fl:th ſaw no corruption ; and incorrup=- 
tible fleſh and blood may enter the Kingdom, though cortwptible 
cannot. 

Quer, 23. What did all the Types, Vails and Shadows under the 
Law tignihe ? Did they fignifie another Vail ? Did they ſignife 
or (ſhadow out that which was outward? or did they ſhadow out and 
fignifie that inward Life, Virtue, and ſaving Poiver, which was the 
ſubſtance of all ? 

Quer, 24. Is not the Subſiance, the Life, the Anointing called 
Chritt, wherever it is found ? Doth not the Name belong to the 
whole Body (and every Member in the Body) as well as to the 
Head? Are they not all of oneyea all one in the anointing 5 Was 
not this the great deſire of his heart to the Father, that they all 
might be one, even as the Father and Chriſt were one, Jobs 17. 
21, & 23. Andſo being one in the ſame Spirit, (one in the ſame 
Life, one in the ſame divine Nature, 2 Pet, 1, 4- even parta- 
kers of Gods Holineſs, Heb. 12, 10, ) Chiilt is not aſhamed 
to call them Brethren, Heb, 2, x1, not is the Apoſtle aſhamed te 
oive them the Name Chriſt together with him, Cor, 12. 12, The 
Body is the ſame with the Head ; one and the ſame in Nature ; and 
doth not the Name belong to the Nature in-the whole ? So that 
the Name is not given to the Veſſel, but to the Nature, to the 
heavenly Treaſure, to that which is of him in the Veſle), to that 
which the Lord from Heaven begers in his own Image, and Like» 
neſs, of his own Subſtance, of 4 own Seed, of his own Spirit 
and pure Life. 

wer. 25, What was that live Coal from the Altar, whereby 


- the Prophet /ſa:ab's iniquity was taken aWay, and his fin purged ? 


Iſa, 6.6, 7. Can any- thing purge away finz but the Blood of ' 
Chriſt ? . 

Quer, 26, What are the Leaves of the Tree of Life, which are 
for the healing of the Nations ? Is not Chiilt the Tree of Life # 
Is there any other Tree of Life beſides him? Is there any ocher 
Healer? And what do theſe Leaves of the Tree of Lite heal the 
Nations of > Do they not heal them of their ins, and of the fick- 
nefles and diſtempers of their Souls becauſe of tieir ins? And 

D 2 have 


(28) 
have theſe Leaves any of -» Blood cf* Chriſtin thenr 6r. no 5 

Qner, 27. Is not Chrilt the txze Vine, the true Olive-Tree 
the living Vine, the living Olive-Tree; the ſpiritual Vine, the 
tpiritual Olive- Tree ; into which all the ſpititually living are in- 
viafred ? As the Father 18 the Hushandman ; ſo 18s nor-the Son the 
Vine? And hath not this ſpiritual, this cternal Vine in it juice 
and lap of an eternal Nature ? and is not this ſap its blood ? 

Qzer. 28, Is there not a choice Vine, to Which the Foal and 
Aſſes Colt of the Seed of Jadab is tyed ? and are not the Gar. 
ments and Cloaths of the true Jews waſhed in the Wine, and in 
the Blood of the Grapes of this Vine ? (Gen.49. 11.) 

Owner, 29, What is that which the earthly Nature flayes? and 
what is the Blood which the earthly Nature thall diſcloſe, and the 
flain which it ſhall no more cover ? 

Quer. 30, What are the Robes which are waſhed and made 
white in the Blood of the Lamb? and how are they waſhed and 
made white therein 2 and what is the Blood (of what Nature > 
earthly or ſpiritual? ) wherein they are waſhed and made white ? 

Quer, 31, Whatis it to have, or how come we to have fellow. 
ſhip with ChriRt in his death, and to ſuffer and be crucified with 
him ? Is it by having our natural Bodies crucified or the ſame 
Croſs of Wood (or ſome ſuch like one) as his Body was crucified 
on 2 or by having the fleſhly Nature crucified, ſubdued and worn 
vout of our Souls, Minds, Spirits, &o. by the Power of the Spie 
rit? Rom, $. 13, Nowif the fl:ſhweare to put off, be of ſuch 
2nature and kind, to wit, inwardly and ſpiritually corrupt ; muſt 
not the fleſh of Chriſt, which we are to put on inſtead thereof, be 
of as deep, invard and ſpiritual a Nature > What is the fleſh 
whereof we are to be uncloathed, before we can be cloathed with 
Chiiſt ? Is it outward or bodily ? Arid whatis Chrilts fleſh we are 
to puton ? is that any mote outward or bodily, then that which 
we are to put off ? | 
. Quer. 32, Is not the fleſh and blood which they that have eter- 
nal Life feed on, and which nouriſheth them up to Life eternal, 
(they continuing to feed thereon, and not feeding. afterwards on 
range fleſh, and Rirange blood) I ſay, 1s not this fleſh and blood 
Spirit and Life ? For that is it which profiteth, Fob» 6,63, Isit 
Dot the fleſh and blood of the Word ? Was not the manor 
tie(h ? 
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fleſh? "and did not the Word, who was made fleſh, dwell and'ap= 
pear in a Tabernacle of fleſh, and cauſe the Glory of his own di. 
vine Fleſh, to ſhine through that earthly fl:zh ? O read and conli- 
der, that ye Who have ſtumbled and murmured again the Truth, 
may tumble or murmar nomore, but now at lng receive the 
pure and pretious Doctrine thereof, (and ſo come to witneſs the 
fulfilling of: that Promiſe, //a. 29. 18, & », 24.) and praiſe him 
who giveth underſtanding, 

Quer.33. Is not the true Church fleſh of Chrilts fleſh, and bone 
of his bone ? Is not the falſe,or Antichtriſtian Church, fl:th of An- 
tichriſts' fleſh, and bone of Antichriſts bone 2 What is the l:th 
of the ſpiritual Whore, which is tobe (tripped naked and burnt 
with fire ? Shall ever the Church, which is of Chrifts fleſh, be Rrip- 
p:d naked and burnt with fire ? Nay, doth not his fleth make able 
to abide the devouring 'fire, and to dwell with the everlaſting. 
burnings ? | | 

 Quey. 34. What is the pure Milk of the VVord, which is mil- 
ked out to the Babes from the pure Breaſt ? and what is the Brealt 
from which it is milked out ? is it of the fleſh of Chilt or no ? 

Ouer. 35. Are not the wicked of the ſeed and fleth of the Ser- 
pent ? | (Is not that the Body of fleſh, of fin, of death, which is to 
be put off ? ) And are not they who are renewed in ſpirit, of the 
Seed and Fleſh of Chriſt ? (is not that the Body os Gainent of 
Holineſs, of Righteouſneſs, of Life, which 1s to be put on ? ) 

Quey. 36. Is it not as neceſſary that the eternal V Vord be 
made fleſh inwardly, that ſo the Children may feed on him, as ir 
was for him to take on him an outivard body of fleſh, .to ſuffer and 
die for them, and to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, both ot the Law of the: 
Letter, and of the Law of the Spirit in ? 

Quer. 37. Isthere not that which ſpiritually is called Sodom and 
Egypt ? and do not they which dwell there, initcad of eating Chrifts 
Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, put his fle(h to pain, crucifying 
it in and to themſelves, trampling under foot the Son of God, and 
counting the Blood of the Covenant an unholy thing ? Read the 
Figure, Did not outward 1ſre/ ſuffer in outward Fgype ? Did 
not juſt Lor ſuffer in S»dow ? Dorh not the ſpiritual Seed ſuffer in 
and by ſpiritual Egypt ? Doth not the Fleſh c£ the Holy and juſt 
Oae, ſi.ffer in and by ſpiritual Sodows ? 

Quer- 39. 
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Quer. 38, What is that which the Gentile-Chriſtians, who 
are not Jews inward, circumciſed in heart and ſpirit, who know 
not the inward Temple (the place of the true Jews worſhip, where 
they worſhip the Father in Spirit and Truth) but only worſhip in 
the outward Court, which God hath calt off, and left out of his 
meaſure, Rev, 11,2, I ſay, What 1s that Holy City which theſe 
Gentiles tread under foot forty two months - Is it the Church 
which is of the Fleſh and Bones of Chr:ft, or no ? 

He that knoweth the ſubſtance, the Seed of the Kingdom, the 
Birth of the Spitit, knoweth the Fleſh and Blood which is of the 
Seed. And this Fleth is Fleſh indeed,this Blood is Blood indeed, 
even the Fleſh and Blood of the Seeds Nature ; but the other was 
bur the Fleſh and Blood of our Nature, which he honoured in 
taking upon him, in which he did the Will, in which he offered 
up the acceptable Sacrifice ; but yet did not give the honour from 
his own Fleth and Blood toit, For the Fleſh and Blood of our 
Nature, was not his own naturally, but only as he pleaſed to take 
it upon him and make it his, But that whereof he formeth ug, 
(and which he giveth us to eat and drink) is the Fleſh and Blood of 
his own Nature : And this Was it wherein was the Virtue, and ' 
wherein is the Virtue, Life and Power for ever. Happy, O happy 
is hewho is of it, who is taken out of and formed of him, (as Eve 
was of Adam) and ſo becomes Fleſh of his Fleſh, and Bone of his 
Bone. Then will he know the Myſtery of Life, feed on the thing 
it ſelf, and not ſtumble about appearances and expreſſions, as thoſe 
that are out of, andfrom the thingit ſelf, do, through the darkneſs 
of their mind, and becauſe of their ignorance of the thing ſpoken 
of in the Scriptures, 


(nn) 


IE___ = roo outer + oe rt _  - — 


o— 


An Incitation to Profeſſors ſeriouſly to conſider, Whe- 
ther they or we fail, in the true acknowledgment and 
owning of the Chrift Which died at Jeruſalem, 


E, who are commonly called Quakers, being a People 
| A whom the Lord- hath gathered (out of the wandrivgy, 
out of the many Ptofeiſions, out of the ſeveral ſcat- 
tered eſtates and conditions, wherein his Eye pittied 
us, and his love found us out) into a meaſure of the eternal Reſt ; 
where we have found that Life, that Power, that manifeRation of 
the eternal Spirit, and that redeeming Virtue, which we never 
were before diſtinctly acquainted with ; I ſay, having taſted of this, 
having knoivn this, having felt this, and come to a real enjoy- 
ment of it, in ſome degree, in our ſeveral meaſures; we could 
not poſſibly conceal this Treaſure, but in bowels of love (and in 
the movings of the Life and Porver of the Spirit) have bzen drawn 
to teſtifie of it to them who were left behind, 2roveling under the 
burthen of corruption, and crying out becauſe of the fin and bon-- 
dage from the powers of darkneſs, who hath in a miſt withheld 
their eyes from beholding that living Virtue, which is able to ſave 
(and doth ſave, bleſſed be his Name) therefrom, 

Now this we have often found, That this our Teſtimony hath 
not been received in the ſame Spirit and Love, wherein it hath 
gone forth ; but the Enemy (by his ſubtilty) bath raiſed up jea- - 
louſies concerning us, and prejudices againſt us, as if we denyed 
the Scriptures and Ordinances of God, and that Chriſt that died at 
Feruſalem, profeſſing him only in words (to win upon others by) 
but denying him in reality and ſubſtance, 

To clear this latter, (for my heart is only at ths preſent drawn 
out concerning that) we have'ſolemnly profeſſed, in the fight of 
the Lord Ged (who hath given us the kno'viedge of his Son in Life 
and Power) rheſe two things, ” 

Firſt, That ve do really in our hearts orvn that Chr.f,vho came: 

Tx 


inthe fulneſs of time, in that prepared Body to do the Fathers 
Will (his coming into the World, Doctrine, Miracles, Sufferings, 
D:ath, Reſurrection, cc, ) in plainnels and fimplicicy of heart, 

according as it is exprefied in the Letter of the Scriptures. | 

Secondly, That we own na other Chriſt then that, nor hold forth 
no other thing for Chriſt, but him who then appeared and was made 
manifelt in fleſh. 

Now it would be nakedly inquired into by Profeſſors, What is 
the reaſon that their jealouhes (till remain concerning us, and wh 
they are (ill ſo ready to calt this upon us ? Certainly if they Fe 
know and oivn the ſame thing with us, (in the Spirit, and in tne 
Power, in the Life, and in the Love which is of the Truth) this 
prejudice, and theſe hard thoughts couldnot remain, But if they 
themſelves do not kno'v Chiiſt in the Spirit (but only according to 
a relation of the Letter) no marvel though they miſs both of the 
Spirit, and of the true intent and meaning of the Letter, and 
_—_ be liable to claſh againſtthe Truth, as$ 1t is made manifeſt 
10 OtNeTts, 

And indeed the Lord hath ſheiven me in Spirit ſeveral times, 
that they themſelves are guilty of that very charge (and that he 
will ſo implead them at his Judgment Seat) which they caſt upon 
us, even of denying that Chriſt which died at Jeruſalem, to be the 
Chriſt, For he that owneth the words of Scripture, as he appre- 
hends or conceives them in the reaſonings of his mind, and doth 
not \Vait to have them revealed in the Spirit, keeping out of his 
own rcaſonings and conceivings, and waiting patiently till the 
Loid open the thing in the Spire ; he ſetteth up his own Concetv- 
ings, or an Image 1n his mind of the mind of the Spirit, but miſ- 
ſeth of the thing in ſelf, which alone is known in the Spirit, by 
them who wait upon the Spirit there to receive it,and are not haſty 
to ſet up their ovn reaſonings and imaginations cobcerning the 
thing in the mean time, 

No man can in Truth call Jeſus the Lord, but by the Spirie, But 
any man, that 18 any thing ſerious, and weighs the Scriptures in 
the natual patty may ſo learn to acknowl:dge his coming into the 
World, and that he is Lerd and King, &c. and may thus call him 
Lord, yea, and kindle a great heat in his affeRicns towards bim z 
but all this (out of the Life, out of the Spirit) 1s bat mans —_ 
Wc 
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which he forms in his mind, in his reading the Scriptures, and ob- 
ſerving things therefrom, Burt the true calling Jeſus Lord, is 
from the feeling of his eternal Virtue in the Spirit, and finding the 
Scriptures opened.to him by the Spirir, ina Pcinciple which is a- 
bove the Reaſon, comprehends the Reaſon, and confounds and 
brings it to nothing, 

Again, There is no true Knowledge of Chriſt, no living Know- 
ledge, no ſaving Knowledge, no Knowledge which hath the eter- 
nal Virtue in it ; but that which is received and retained in a mea- 
ſure of Light given by God to the Creature, in the Faith which is 
the Gift, 1n the Grace which is ſupernatural and ſpiritual, whereas 
the reaſoning part is but Natural, And ſuch as have received the 
Spiritual ungertianding, knoiv it to be diſtin from the Natural ; 
and we experimentally find a very clear diſtinction,berweep Scrip- 
tures ſearched out by the reaſonings of the mind, (and ſo practiſes 
drawn therefrom) and Scriptures opened by the Spirit, and felt in 
the Life, 

Now that Profeſſors generally have not received their know- 
ledge of Chilt from the Spirit, or from Scriptures opened in the 


Spirit (and ſo know not the thing, but only ſuch a relation of, ahe 7 44. 78þ 


thing, as mans reaſoning part may drink in from the Letrerct the 
Scriptures) is manifeſt by this, In that they are not able in Spirit 
and Underſtanding to diſtinguiſh the thing it ſelf, from the Gai* 
ment wherewith it was cloathed, though the Scriptures be very ex- 
preſs therein, Speak of Chrilt according to a Relation of the Let- 
rer, there they can ſay ſomewhat : but come to the Subſtance, 
come to the Spirit of the thing, come to the thing ir ſelf; there 
they Rutter and Rammer, and (hew plainly that they know not 
what itis. 

Now th: Scriptures do expreſly diftinguith betiveen Chriſt, and 
the Garment which he wore ; between him that came, and the Bo- 
dy in which he came ; between the Subfilance which was vailed,and 
the Vail which vailedit. Lo [ come, a body hiſt thor prepared me, 


There is plainly He, and the Body in hich he came. There was . 


the outward Veſlel, and the inward Lite. This we certainly 
knov, and can never call thz bodily Garment Chriſt, but that 
waich appzared and dweltin the Body. Novit ye indeed knoy 


' the Chriſt of God, tell us plainly what that is which appeared in 
E the 


* 
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the Body? whether that a the Chriſt before it took rp the Bo. 
dy, after it took up the Body, and for ever ? 

And then their confining of Chriſt to that Bocy, plainly mani. 
feReth that they want the knowledge of him in Spirie, For Chriſt 
is the Son of th2 Father, he is the infinite eternal Being,one with 
the Father, and with the Spirit,and cannot be divided from either ; 
cannot be any where, where they are not ; nor can be excluded 
from any place where they are. He may take up a Body and appear 
in ir, but cannot bz confined to be no where elſe but there, no 
not at the very time \hile he 1s there, Chriſt, while he was here 
on Earth, yet was not excluded from being in Heaven with the 
Father at the very ſame time,as he himſelf{aid concerning himſelf, 
The Son of Man which #s in Heaven, John 3.13, Nor was the Father 
excluded from being with him in the Body, but the Fatber was 
in him, and he in the Father, whereupon he ſaid to Philip, He that 
hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father, What,did every on that ſaw 
that Body, ſee the Father alſo ? Nay not ſo, but be that ſaw Chriſt 
the Son of the living God, whom fleth and blood revealed not, but 
the Father only - (Mat. 16, 16, 17.) he (aw the Father alſo, 

O Friends, look to your knowledge of Chriſt, and to your Faith 
and Knowledge of the Scriptures, and to your Prayers alſo; for 
it is eafie miſſing of the living ſubſtance in all theſe, and meeting 
with a ſhadoiv, which may pleaſe and make a great ſhew in the 
earthly part, in the natural underſtanding and affeRions, bat ſa. 
tisfieth nct the Soul, or that which is born after the Spiric, but ill 
the cry there goes out (where the Soul is awakened) after Truth, 
Subſtance, Life, Virtue from Gods Spirit in the Spirit, which it 
alone can feed upon, 

Theſe four things following, I am certain of, which he that 
cometh into the true Light, ſhall infallibly experience them 
there, 

Firſt, That nothing can ſave but the knowledge of Chriſt, even 
of that very Chrilt and no other, who took upon him the prepared 
Body, and offered it up at Jeruſalem, 

Secondly, That no Knowledge of Chriſt can ſave, but the living 
Knowledge. Not a knowledge of him after the Letter, (which 
the carnal part may get much of, and value it ſelf much by) but a 
knowledge of him in the Spitit ; which is only given to that which 

is 
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1s begotten and born of the Spirit, and only retained by that which 
abides and remains in the Spiric, and runs not out into the Aleſh! y 
reaſonings, imaginings and conceivings, about the things menti. 
oned in the Scriptures, 

Thirdly, That that man who knoweth not Chriſt in Spirit, nor 
keepeth cloſe to him in Spirit ; but (through darkneſs and miſgui- 
dance of the ſpitit of deceit) calleth the ſhivingsof his Light (bis 
reproofs, his checks for that which is evil, and his ſecret motions 
to that which is good) natural ; This man, though he ſeem to own 
Chriſt never ſo Much according to the Letter, yet in Truth denies 


im, 

Fourthly, He that denies Chriſt, (in bis knockings 2nd viſitati- 
ons of him in his ovn heart, and before men in the Truths which 
he holds forth by his Servants and Miniſters of his Spiric) him will 
he deny before his Father in Heaven. 

O, I beſeech you, do not trifle about theſe things (for they are 
exceeding weighty) leſt ye periſh from the way ; for miſſing of 
the Saviour, ye mult needs alſo miſs of the Salvation. O that ye 
knew your ſtate,as God knows it to be,and as it is ceatainly known 
and feltin the meaſare of his Life and holy Spiric, by thoſe whom 
God hath gathered together, and whoſe eyes he hath opened, and 
preſerveth open there, Glory be to his Name therefore : Yes, 
Glory, Glory,Glory, and everlaſting Praiſes be ſung to him throughout 
all the holy Land, yeain the very heights of Sion, by the Souls of the 
Redeemed, from henceforth, and for evermore, Amen : whoſe Mercy, 
Love, Grace 3 Wiſdom, Power and rich Goodneſs remeineth ard endu- 
reth for ever ; byand in which the Redeemed /ive to bis Praiſe, who 
have overcome by the Blood of the Lamb, whoſe Blod they know 
what it is ; and none elſe knoweth it, but they who feel the ſprinkling 
and virtue of ir, Lothis is our God, we bave waited for him; anc 
how can we but be glad, and yejoce in bis Salvation! O let all tha; 
live by the breath of thy Power, and drink, of thy Streams, fing praiſ, 


unto Thee, and exalt thy great and wonderful Name for ever ane 


ever, 
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Seme Propoſitions and Conſiderations concerning the 
nature of Church:Worſhips and Ordinances, ſince 
the dayes of the Apoſtles , for the ſake of the Sim- 
plicity, Which hath been long held captive therein. 


nances thereof, muſi wait upan God in fear and humility 
of heart, Who alone is able to give the true knowledge and 
underfiandipg of theſe things. And he that cometh ro the 
Spirit , waiteth in the Spirit, and receiveth the true Light 
from the Spirit, he ſhall be able to meaſure-Ages and Generations 


H-: that would know the true ate of the Church, and Ordi. 


_paſt, as with a ſpan, andſee clearly (in that Light) how things 


were before the Apoſiacy, While the Church was in the Wilder. 
neſs, and how things ſhall be again after the Apoltacy, when the 
Church-cometh out of the Wilderneſs. She her ſelf is the ſame in 
all ; but her Rate is different, according to the wiſdom and good 

leaſure of him, who variouſly diſpoſeth of her. One while ſhe 
ts cloathed, appeating in the beauty and glorious dreſs which the 
Lord had put upon her, Another while ſhe is ripped of her out- 
ward Garments, and the Hatlot drefled therewith, and appearing 
therein, After which ſeaſon, ſhe is adorned agatn as gloricuſly 
(if not more gloriouſly) then before ; but whether ever ſhe ap- 
pears more in thoſe Garments wherein the Hatlot had becn dieſ. 
ied, and Nherein ſhe had long appeared, (even all the time of the 
Apoſtacy) the Lord would be enquired of, and waited on to know, 
Now to help the tender and upright hearts toiwards the true ſenſe 
of theſe things, the Propghtions and Conſiderations following are 
2iven forth, which he that ſincerely waiteth on the Lard, from 


- him may receive the true underfianding and right acknowledgment 


of. 
1. That upon the coming of Chriſt, and the change of that out- 
ward Covenant, the diſtinction betwen the outward Jew and Gen- 
ule fell, they becoming all one; as in relation to Chuiſt ; and -_ 
another 
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another diflinQion aroſe in relation to the Faith, Believers be- 
coming Jews now, andunbelievers Gentiles. 

2. That theſe true & inward Jews had not only the inward Faith, 
the Life, the Power,, the Spizit ; butalſo a Miniſtry, Ordinan- 
ces, and gifts of the Spirit relating to their preſent ate, 

3. That there was a time, after a long and ſharp fight between 
the true Miniſters, who appered in the true Light and Power of the 
true Spirit, and the falſe Miniſters, v;ho allo appeared as Miniſters 
of Righteouſneſs, and as in the Power of the Spirzr, but were not 
ſuch indeed, but inſtructed by Satas to transform themſelves, in- 
to a reſemblance and likeneſs of Miniſters of Righteouſneſs : For 
though they ſaid they were Apoſtles,and ſeemed to in appearance ; 
yet their Spirit (being tried) was found not to be the Spire of the 
Apoſtles : - I ſay, there was a time, when there was a diviſion (or 
Ng made, between the inward Temple, and the outward 

ourt, 

4+ That when this diviſion was mage, the outward Court was 
given to the Gentiles; not any longer reſerved by Ged for the 
true worſhippers, who worſhip in Spirit and Truth ; but given to/ 
the unbelievers, the worſhippers out of the true Faith, the wor- 
ſhippers out of the Spirzt, and out of the Life. 

5. That hencefogward (fince this ſeparation) the Believers ot 
true Jes are not to be exp:Red in the outward Court (in the wor- 
ſhip thereof, wherein they Were found before this ſeparation,) but 
th: unbelievers, the Gentiles. (who have not the true Nature, but 
at belt but the appearance of the Jew) are to be expeRed there ; 
and the true Jew is to be looked for and found more inward. 

6, That therefore which allureth to look for God there (and to 
wait for him in the wayes and worſhips of that Courr, all this time 
of the ſeparation) is not the true Spirze (which rightly guideth the 
fmple heart to the place where God appears, and where he is to 
bewaited for) but the wrong ſpirit, who when he cannot fiifle the 
ſimplicity, and hinder it from breathing and ſeeking after Goc, 
Waits to draw afide and miſlead ir. 

7;. That the great way of that ſpirits miſguiding and miſleacing 
the honeſt heart, in its breathing and longing Rate, is notby a Gi-- 
rec taking it off from ſeeking afrer God, bur rath-r by pointing it: 
toa Way to ſcek him in, whereia he once appeared, and as enjoy- 
ed, but is now withdrawn from, $, ts. 
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$. He that vill keep cloſe to God, and not be withdrawn from 
him, muſt watch to his Spirit, and know the leadings of it, elſe he 
will not follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes, bur Ray behind in 
ſome ubſervation or practice which the Lamb is gone out of, and 
ſo miſs of his L:ader, and meet (inftexd thereof) with another 
Leader, even the ſpirit of Antichriſt, who enters into the outward 
Court and outward practiſes, ſo ſoon as ever the Spirit of God hath 
left them, 

9. That Gods People,fince his withdraiving inward, and giving 
the outivard Court to the Gentiles, have been much deceived by 
the Antichriſtian Spirit, and led captive into Babylon ; in ſo much 
as God, when he cometh to overthrow Antichriſt, with the Baby- 
lon of his building, finds them there, and calls them out from 
thence. For the light growing loiv, and the deceit great, and 
that ſpirit ſubtile ;- how can the poor, weak innocent Babe eſpy 
that ſpirit, and eſcape his ſnares, when he tempts to thoſe very 
pathsand wayes of worſhip, wherein the Saints had walked and 
met With God, before the Spirit of the Lord departed out of them 
and gave them up to the Gentiles ? 

10. That there is danger to the People of God of not under. 
Randing his Call out of Babylon, but abiding there, through the 
ſubtile entanglements of the falſe ſpirit, who bewitcheth (with 
the Cup of Fornication) to make Babylon appear as Sion, her do. 
tines as the Truths of the Goſpel, her ordinances and wayes of 
worſhip, as the true Ordinances and wayes of Worſhip, For the 
deceit 18 exceeding deep, and the myſtery of iniquity very great, 
following that heart cloſe, which the Lord is drawing to depart 
therefrom ; andif the Lord God were not ſtrong and vigilant, 
who judgeth the Whore, ſhe would fill keep her hold of the 
heart ; and if the heart be not kept very cloſe to the Lord in the 
Judgement, it cannot come out of Baby/on, but will Rill be en- 
ravgled and held in ſome part or other of the myſtery of its de- 
CClt. 

11. Such of the People of God, as do not wait to underſtand 
and receive the full Call, and ſodo not follow the Lord perfeRly, 
out of that City of Abominations ; but by her ſubcilties, and in- 
ward or outward witchcrafts, are held captive therein, and found 
in any part thereof When the Lord cometh to judge her ; ſuch mutt 
paitake 
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partake of her Plagues from the hand of the Lord, who will not: © 
{pare her, nor the ſpirits of his.deareſt People who are found there, 
wr the day of his viteation and righteous judgments. 

Therefore come out of her, come out of her, 'O' ye that love: 
your Souls, and the pure Preſence and fre Light of Gods coun- 
renance. Ye that know what it is to provoke bim to jealouſy,and 
fear the weight of his hand upon your ſpitits ;*ye that love the ho- 
ly Land, the holy City, and Temple of the living God, O come 
out of that impure building, that fleſhly building, thoſe fleſhly 
wayes and wor(hips which that ſpirit adorneth, to make them ap- 
pear as if they were ſpiritual, O depart ye, depart'ye out of your 
new removes ; for they are alſo polluted, and not your reſt ; bur 
ſhort of that wherein the Reſt, the Peace, the Preſence of the Lord 
of Life is felt by others, and to be found by yoa. 

And conſider this, if ever ye will come to the holy City, which 
was once built in the dayes of the Apoſtles, but (fince the divig- 
on of it from the outward Court) hath been trodden down, and 
trampled under the feet of the unbelievers, even while they have 
been worſhipping in the outward Court (which God once built 
and choſe, but afterwards withdrew his Spirit from, and gave up 
to the unbelievers) I ſay, if ever ye will come to this holy City, 
the holy Land wherein itis built, and the holy Hill whereon itis 
founded, ye mult paſs through the Wilderneſs, be exerciſed in 
the Wilderneſs, even till ye are fitted for it, and not ſtrive to 
raiſe up a building your ſelves in the likeneſs of it, but wait till 
God hath hewen and prepared the Ron*s by his Spirit, and then 
(by the $kil of the ſame ſpirit) build vp his So» again, 

Therefore in the fear of the Lord conſider ſeriouſly, meekly,, 
humbly and brokenly, that the Lord may manifeſt your preſevc 
Rate and condition unto you, Whether ye have not erred in theſe 
things as well as others, and have not cauſe to repent of your fot- 
wardneſs herein,and to acknowledge that your buildings have been 
raiſed in the forwardneſs of your own ſpirits,and in the confidence 
of your reaſonings upon Scripture-words, without feeling the pre- 
ſence (guidance and holy Power) of Gods Spirit raiſing up the 
Foundation of many Generations, and rearing his own pure Houle 


upon his on holy Mountain, k 
n. 
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In the Lords hand is the time and ſeaſon of building his own 
houſe, David,though his delite was approved, y2t Might not build 
the cutvard Temple 1n the time of his choice z but Gods time and 
ſeaſon was to be waited for, both ſor the firſt bujlding, and for the 
rehuiiding of it, There is likewiſe a ſeaſon for the rebuilding of 
Spiritual Sion, after the long captivity" of 1tin Myſtery-Babylon, 
Now he that is forward, building before the time and ſeaſon of the 
Spirit, buildeth wickout the Spirit ; and his building 18 not of the 
Spirit, but cf the nature of Babylon (Which 1s wholly to be depar. 
ted from and left behind, io the Souls travels and progreſs towards 
Sion: ) And whatevel is of the nature of Babylon, muſt at length 
fall with Babylon, (in the day of her terrible Judgement) if the 
Lord in mercy do not ſhake it, and cauſe it to fall before. 

Therefore, O all Piofeſlors, awaken out of the fleſh and all 
flz(hly realonings, into the Spirit of Life; and examine there 
both your inward and outward buildings, that your loſs be not 
oreat, and your anguiſh unutterable in the Day of the Lord, when 
all thoſe buildings, which are raiſed and preſerved in the pure Life 
and Power, ſhall ſhine in the beauty and glory of Gods Spuit,ard 
the g:iearctt glory of fleſh, and fcſhly buildings, fade and wi- 
ener, | |. 


—  - — —— £ 
— — TT — —— + > — —_— ——— _ - —— ——— ——— — 


(4r) 


The Sounding of Bowels towards 
thee, OENGLAND, 


Arly in the morning, on the 26th day of the fixth month, 
1666. this, in the freſhneſs and quick ſenie of Life, 
ſprang up in my heart again and again, O England, Eng- 
land, England, how good hadit been for thee, that thou 

hadſt known and walked in the way of Peace ! 

There is a way of Peace, for Perſons and Nations to know and 
walkin; butevery Perſon and Nation doth not know and walk 
in this way, but rather in the way of trouble, 

Quelt. What is the way of Peace ? 

Anſw. Itis the way of the pure Wiſdom, the way of the Lighr, 
and guidance of God's Spirit,from whom the Creature came, and 
by whom alone it can de rightly ordered, He that waiteth on him 
for Counſel, he that ſubzzReth to, and walkzth in his Counſel, 
he walketh in the way of Peace. 

Queſt, What ts the way of 'Trouble ? 

Anſw. The way of a mans own Wiſdom and Counſel. For a 
Man or Nation todo that, Which is right in their own cyes, This 
is the way of M:n, wheicby he thinks to eltablith bim(clt, and put 
an end to his Troubles ; bur he ers therein, as in the end he (will 
finds to his Woe, 

Now O E-g/azd conſider, Haſt thou had the guidance «cf God ? 
Hath the Light, which hath guided thy tteps, been lighted by him, 
or by his and thy Souls Enemy > For there is a Spirit (cf a con- 
traty nature to God) neal Man, Which he ſuddenly taketh coun- 
ſel of, wh2n his heart is no! acquainted with, nor receiveih coun 
ſel of the Lord, And this Counſellor is the deftioyer both of Per- 
ſ,ns and Nations, leading them in wayes of tuine and (ubvertion, 
under an appcatance of bdeivg the properivayes of Peace and S:t- 


tlemznt. 
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It is true of Nations as well as Perſons, that what they ſow, 
that thall they alſo reap. God meafureth out their time unto them; 
a 16 ivhen that is over, his time of judging and pleading with them 
comzs. And woe is then unto them,who have acted in their own 
wills and wiſdoms, out of the pure Counſel and fear of the Lord, 
wherein they thould have ſtood and been guided, 

[: is a Cay of trouble and ciftreſs, ,The weight of the iniquity 
of this Nation begips to be felt upon it. Olerevery one ſearch, 
and bow before the Lord under his righteous Judgements ; that 
there may bz no going on in that, Which bringeth and will increaſe 
the jadvement z but a turning towards that ivhich interceeds, and 
opens the ſprings of Mercy, | 

Txvo things lie heavy on this Nation, to wit, a runninden in 
Tranigreſſions of ſeveral kinds againſt the Lord (forgetting his 
tender Mercies, with the dayes ot former diſtreſs} and an afflia- 
ing others hom he loves, and hath led, and is leadmgout of tranſ- 
oreſſion, O that theſe things might come to an end, that the anger 

| of the Lord might ceaſe, and the wayes of his Jud&ements and 
pleading with this Nation be Ropped ; for who can [tand before 
Fn him, when he 1iſeth vpn controverhe againſt them ? 

# There is but one eye, Which can rightly ſee the Hand and Judg. 
ments of the Lord ; yeaitpleaſeth the Lord ſo to manage them, 
that only the eye which 1s of him may ſee them, Man mul be ta- 
ken in his Wiſdom, and cavght in the ſnare of his own underftand- 
ing, He that will ſee the Things of God, the Wayes of God, the 
Counſels of God, the Love and Sweetne(s of God (yea the very 
Jadgments of God) mult receive from him the eye that ſceth | 
them. O that men might feel after, and come into that, wherein 

they might be pittied and ſpared by their Maker, Man muſt bow ; 
that which is of God in man (which bath long lain under oppreſſi. 
on) muſt be exalted, It is the day of his RE he vill reign * 
1n1t, O happy they that bory to his Scepter, anTkiſs the ſhinings 
of his Light (even in the ſharpeſt rebukes of icin their hearts) 
that they may turn from, and travel cut of the darkneſs (ivhere is 
death, deſtruction, and miſery, even io all the counſels and wayeg 
of it) and come into unity with that which is pure, and live, 


Written in Alisb, Priſon, 27, 
of 6th, month, 66, 1 
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A faithful Guidance to the Principle and Path of 
Truth, wherein eternal Life 1s witneſſed, by thoſe 


who are born thereof, and walk therein, 


Nere muit be ſomervhat let down from God into a mang 

hearr, to change his heart, and redeem it to God, or hz 

cannot be ſaved, He mult receive a Seed, be born of a 

new and incorruptible Seed,or he cannot be renewed from 
his corrupt nature and Rate, He mult be born of Water and Gods 
Spirit, or he cannot enter into Gods Kingdom, 

Now this is the true Religion, namely, to expetience and be 
ſubje& to that Power which receems to God, which breaks the 
power of the wicked one in the heart, firſt caſting him aut, and 
then taking poſleſſion of the Veſlel, and filling ic with the holy 
Treaſure, 

Queſt, But how may a man meet with ſuch athing as this ? 

Anſw, The Scripture (which giveth a faithful Teftimony con- 
cerning the Truth) ſaith; Chritt, the Word of Faith which the 
Apofiles preached, is nigh. Inſomuch as a man need not ſay, Who 
ſhall go up or down to fetch it ? but what ſaith it ? The Word « nigh 
thee, in thy month, and v3 thy heart, This is that which reconciles 
to God, cutting down and (laying the enmity by the Power of the 
Croſs, and bringing up the Seed. This is the Adverſary in the way 
of the finner, which be that maketh peace with, ſhall be remitted 
all his treſpaſſes paſt, and find power and Rrength againlt (in for the 
time to cone, as he is gathered into and brought forth in his pure 
Life and Nature. | 

Quelt, But how ſhall I know and receive this ? 

Anſw, Thatin the heart which is contrary to fin, which diſco- 
vereth lin, which witneſleth againlt fn, and is drawing the mind 
fron it, furniſhing thoſe With a new and holy ability, who wait up- 
on the Lordin it ; that, that is the thing, though in never lo lictle 


a Seed or low m2aſure, Now he that minds this, harkens to this, 
F 2 turns 
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turns from what this (in its pure unerring Light) ſhews to be evil, 
Follovs (in che vi}l, Rrength and ability which is of this) what thig 
ſhews to be good, he receives it ; and waiting upon it, ard be. 
coming daily tubjz& to it, ſhall grow up 1n 1:,increaſe in the know- 
ledge of it, and acquaintance With it, and receive of it daily more 
apd more. And thus ethe man whoſe way was vile, whoſe hearc 
was naught, formed in wickedneſs, filled with corruption, daily 
bringing forth fin and fruits unto death, ſhall find theſe (by the 
pure Light, and noly inftruRtions of Life) datly purged out of him, 
ard Ciiift formed 1n him, andthe holy Fiuits of Righteouſneſſe 
broughtforth through his Veſſel, by the Pcver and Sputit of Chiiſt, 
to the Glory of God the Father, ; 

And then b:ing in Chiiſt, being in the Principle of his Life and 
aCting therein, here is peace in the Soul, relt to it from its Enemies 
and Gods Judgments, and acceptance With the Father in what the 
Soul thus 1s and works, p 

But then the World will perſecute and hate exceedingly ; be. 
cauſe this Soul, who thus ſubmits to God, and is thus changed by 
him,is not of the World, but of the Father which begat it in Chiitt, 
and formeth it in his image and likeneſs, 

Likewiſe in this Light, the eyes are opened to reade the Scrip- 
tures, and to underſtand therein the conditions of the People and 
Saints of the moſt High in former Generations, and how the 
wicked ſpirit wrought then,to oppoſe the Truth and People of God, 
and to draw men into deceit, -Yea, and many other wayes the 
Scriptures are exceeding (ſweet and uſeful, being read in that which 
oiveth the true ſenſe and underſtanding of ih2m. 

But let him that once putteth his hand to the Plow (beginning to 
feel fomewhat of God, and to ſubje& unto it, ind ſo to rake of the 
Peace and pureneſ(s of it) never look back to the World, nor mind 
the temptations and oppoſitions he will meet with from that nature 
and ſpirit, either in himſelf or others ; for if he do, he will-never 
be able to travel on, but rather conſult with fleſh and b!ood, and 
ſo return back into Egypt and loſe the Crown, which 15 latd up for 
thoſe vho paſs on through the Wilderneſs, througa the Tryals, 
through the Temptations, through the Wants, througn the various 
Exerciſes to their journeys end. 

This is the Path of Lifc in brief, happy is he who feels the 
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guider into it, and faithfully follows him therein to the end, 
There is anocher Queſtion ſprings up in my heart; whick is this. 
1eft, How may a man come to have bis ſins waſied away by the 
Bad of C briſi ? 

Anſw, By coming into the Light,and walking in the Light, which 
diſcovers the Blood, and wherein alone it is ſprinkled by God.and 
felc by the Soul, he may receive the clcantng which is by it, This is 
according to the Teſtimony of Scripture,as 1 John 1.>, If we walk, 
1 the Light, ashe ts in the Light, we have fellowſhip one with anc« 
ther, and the Blood of Feſus Chriſt his Sor, cleanſeth us from all ſin, 
By the Light the darknels is diſpelled, and in the Light the corrup- 
tion and filth is wathzd away by the Blood, and the Soul (Mind and 
Conſcience) cleanſed from 1t, 

This then ts the Meſſage that we have heard of hims, and declare unto 
you, that Go4 ts Light, and in h.m ts nodarkneſs at all, veil, 5. What 
then? Why then, tiey that will kneiv God, and walk with God, 
malt by the Virtue of his Truth be turned from darkneſs to lighr, 
and from the po'ver of Satan unto Ged ; (as Atts 26, 18,) andin 
that Light he ſhall meer with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, and have fellowſhip with them, ver. 3. and (hall bz waſhed 
(both with the Water,and with the Blood) and kept clean and pure 
thereby in the Gght of God, 

Queſt.” But how ſil I come into the Light, and how may I walk, 
therein ? 

Anſw, ChtiR is the Light, (He is the Light of the World, the 
Light of Men, the Light of Life.) And thou needeſt not ſay in 
thine hearr, Who ſhall go up to Heaven, or down into the deep 
for bim? for he is near in thy mouth, and in thy heart, This is the 
Word of Faith, which thou art to believe in, love and obey ; that 
in the love, faithand obzcience thereof,thing heart may be circum- 
Ciſed, and thou mayelt live, This is the Goſpel of our Salvation, 
even this Chiiſt, this Word, this Light, this Life which redeems 
from fin ; which deſtroycth the deſtroyer, and ſetteth the Soul free 
to ſerve and live tothz Lord, This was the Meſſage the Apoliles 
had to deliver iv their day, (as Rom. 10,8.) And this was Moſes 
his Meſſage too, when he ipake concerning the new Covenant, Fox 
Moſes did not only deliver the old Covenant, but he alſo ſpake cor 
cernins the neiv, (even ano:her Covenant than that of Mount 
- Horet, 
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Horeb, Det, 29. 1.) And the Word of this other Covenant, was 
not the Lawwritten in Tables of Stone, but the Word nigh in the 
m-uth and heart, chap. 30, 14. 

Objection. 

But that place ſpeaks of doing, (which 1s the Voice of the old Cove. 
nant, Do this and live) but the new Coverant ſtands in believing, 

Anſw, The end of Faith is obedience. Why do believe Chriſt, 
bur that I may receive the Lav of his Spirit, and walk before him 
in the newneſs of the obedience thereof ? And he that obeyy, is of 
the Faith, and in the Truth ; and he that obeys not,is cut of it; is 
not in the Power, not in the Life which brings forth the obedience; 
ſo out of the thing ghich redeems, and in Which the redemption is 
witneſſed, But hE that obeys, he that doth the Will, he ts in the 
Rio2htecuſnels, in the Power, in the Life from which the obedience 
. Iprings, 

And here the waſhing and purifying of the Soul is truly known 
and \vitneſl:d, Outward Sacrifices under the Lay were vain, as to 
cleanhing the Soul ; and an outward belief (of what Chriſt did and 
ſuffered) effets not the thing Fnowns What then ? The new 
- Creaturedoth. The pure Faith doth. The pure Ob:dience doth, 
It did it formetly, it doth it ill, and nothing elſe can do it, Bring 
0 more vain Oblations ; but waſh ye, make you clean, put awaythe evil 
of your doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn todo well, 
&c. But how thould this be? could they ever attain this by the 
old Covenant? Nay, but Moſes had not only delivered them the 
old Covenant, bit alſo had direRed them to the neiv, to the Word 
of Faith, to the. Word of Life and Power in the heart and mouth, 
through the ob:dience whereof they might waſh themſelves (as 
Peter even in the Goſpel-times ſpeaketh, 1 Pet. 1, 22,) pat away 
th2 evil of their doings; ceaſe todo evil, learn todo well, cc. 
And what then? Why then they ſhould receive the cleanfing 
through the Blood of the Lamb ; for then,though their fins were as 
Scarlet, they thould be as white as Snow; though they were red 
like Crimſon, they thould be as Wool, Iſa. 1. 16, 17, 18. 

So Micah tells them, (when they asked, how they might come 
before God to pleaſe kim? ) He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what s 
good 3 and wm doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk, humbly with thy God ? Mich. 6.8, 

Where 
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Where, or how doth God ſhew this to math ? Had not Meſes tojd: 
that before, to wit, by the Word nigh in the mouth and heart ? 
There is ſomewhat near man, even in his mouth, which divides his 
words one from another, ſhewing him (at ſometimes, and would do 
it oftner if he heeded it) which are bad words, and which are good 
words, What is that that doth this ? The ſame thing alſo is in his 
heart, as adiſcerner of the thoughts and intents thereof, ſhewving 
him when there is a good thought, defire or intention in bis mind, 
and when there is a bad or wicked one, What is this ? O that men . 
knew what it is! O that they could fear the Lord,and b:come ſub- 
32& to it, and they ſhould know what it is, 

Every man that will be ſanCtified, and ipheric Gods Kingdom, 
muſt be born of the Will of God. He muſt deny his own Will (as 
Chriſt did ; Not my WH, ſaid he, Father, but thine bz done ) that 
mult be crucified, He muſt ſufter in the fleſh, dic to the flzth ; and 
live in and to the holy Nature and Spirit of God, 

Now thus a man comes to be born of the pure Will, to wit, by 
hearing the Word nigh in the mouth and heart, and becoming (ub- 
je& roir, This cuts down his own will day by day, and b:ings up 
the Will and Nature of God in him, through which he is changed 
and ſanAified, and becometh a new Creature, For the old Crea- 
ture is made up of the old underlianding and will ; but the new 
Creature is made up of the new, 

Wherewithall ſhall a young man cleanſe his nay ? By taking heed ac- 
cording to thy Word ſaith David. What Word was that? Was it the 
Word of the old Covenant, or the Word nigh in the mouth and 
heart ? And, Thy Word (ſaith he) is a Lanthorn to my Feet, and « 
light to my Path, What Ward was that? the Word of the fizft Co. 
venant, of the Word of the ſecond ? The Law of the Lord is per- 
fett, converting the Son!, What Law is that ? The Teſt: mony of the 
Lord 1s ſure, making wiſe the fmple. What Teſtimony is that ? The 
Statutes of the Lord are right, rejozcing the heart, What Statutes are 
they ? (were not the Scacures of the old Covenant heavy and bur- 
thenſome ? ) The Commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightning the 
ezes, What Commandment is that ? Yea, What is that which is 
ſweeter than the Honey, > the Honey-c:mb which overcomes with its 
ſveernels ? O that men could read ! O that men could ſee the thing 
which 15 pare, and maketh pure 3 Vick is 1:gateous, and maketh 

nShteous, 
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righteous. After men have ſeen the thing, there is4 great Wayto © 


rxaveltoit ; but howfar are they off, who do not ſo much as ſee it, 
-- butace in the darkneſs and prejudices of that Nature and Spitit, 
which is. contrary toit, ; | 

Now if the Lo1d, in bis tender mercy and love to thy Soul, bring 
thee to a ſenſe of this thing, & thou beginneſt to feel this precious 
ſearching Word diſcovering any evil to thee,either in thy heart or 
wayes: O do not diſpute, do not-reaſon againſt it, but bleſs the 
diſcoverer, bow to the Son, become obedient immediately,faithful- 
ly following the Lamb therein, leſt he remove his Light from thee, 
and (uff:r darkneſs and the diſputing wiſdom to overtake thee. 

Chiitt is not of the World, and he leads out of the World, Out 
of its vanities, wayes, cultoms,faſhions, &c. A man cannot ſerve 
Chiiſt and the World, Can any man be born of the Father, be be- 
gotten by him out of the Spirit of the World ; an1 yet live in thar, 
walk in that which is not of the Father, but of the Wcrlc ? whica 
came from the worldly part, is ef the worldly part, nouriſheth and 
plzaſeth the worldly part in man, but pleaſeth not the Father? Can 
that man who is not of the World, but of the Father, do any thing 
that vpholdeth the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes,or the pride 
o* life,2ither in himſelf or othzrs? Doth not the Spirit of the Lord, 
where it is hearkened toy draw out of theſe, and out of all th:ngs 
Waich are of theſe 2 Therefore conſider well what it will coſt, and 
how haid it is to follow Chriſt ; that thou who defireft to be the 
Lords, mayekt receive help and Rrength from him to b2 faithful, 
that in his (irength thou mayelſt overcome all that Rands between 
thze and Life, that ſo thou mayeſt receive the Crown, and inheiic 
th: Kingdom which is prepared for, and given to the Faithful, who 
labour and fight not in vain, but gain ground and conquer (yea, at 
lengih-become more then conquerors) through the Mercy, Love, 
Migat and Poiver of the Lord, 
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Some ſenſible experimental C_ 
and Anſwers fromthe temh ( hap- 
ter of John. 


Queſtion, r, 
HO is the good Shepherd of the Sheep ? 
Anſw. The Wiidom, Life and Power of the Father 
(which dwelleth in, and is manifelt through the Son) 
E. is the Shepherd, He that is the Truth, the Way, and 
'- - 4he Life, healſois the Shepherd and Biſhop of the Soul, 
Queſt, 2. Who are the Sheep ? 3 
Anſw, They that are born of this Wiſdom, gathered by this 4 
Life, turned to this Power, they are the Sheep. They who are 
changed by him into his Nature, they are of him ; Sheep of him 
the Shepherd, Lambs of him the Lamb, Doves of him the 
Dove, 
Queſt. 3. Which is the Fold of the Sheep ? ; 

Anſw, The Wiſdom, Life and Power of the Father, even the 
ſame that is the Shepherd. The Fathers Hand wherewith he co- 
vers them, wherein he incloſeth them, that is the Fold, . For ic 
is the Poiver, Wiſdom and Life of the Father, which gathereth the 
Sheep ; and he gathereth them into his Power, into his Wiſdom, 
into his Life ; and that is a Wall or Fold about them. 

Obje&t, 1s not the Church the Fold ? 

Anſw, This inthe Church, or the Church in this, is the Fold ; 
but not out of this. For there is no ſafety or preſervation among 
any ſort or gathering of people, but as they ſtand and abide in this. 
And Randing and abiding in this, they have Authority and Power 

from the chief Biſhop of the Soul ; but none out of this. 
Queſt. 4, #ho 15 the Door ? 


Anſw, 


050) | 
Anſs, The Shepherd is the Door alſo, who lets into the Fold, - 
and ſhuts out at bis pleaſure ; and none can rightly enter but by 
h:m, 

Queſt, 5. #hat are they that run before the Powergor farther than 
the Power leads and guides them ? 

Anſw, Thzy are Thieves and Robbers ; and they may deſtroy 
the lice and freſhneſs in thoſe*that are'not watchful, but they can- 
not help to ſave or build up ; becauſe they themſelves are out of 
that, come out of that, and act out of that, which alone can 
do it, 

Queſt.6., How may the Sheep be diſcerned from the Goats, and 
from ſuch alſo as put on the Sheeps cloathing, but yet are not ſheep in 
Nature and Spirit ? | 

Anſp, By their Lamb-like Nature, by the meckneſs'and inno- 
cency in them which is of the Lamb; which none can have, 'but 
they.that are of him ; for it is not to be found in mang nature, nor 
to be attained by his Art. They allo know and hear the Voice of 
the Word nigh in the mouth and heart, and follow the Law of his 
Spitit, received from his mouth ; which none elſe, but his Sheep, 
do or can do ; for this is given by him, and it is given by him only 
to his Sheep. 

16ſt, 7, What doth Chriſt the Shepherd (the eternal Word, the 
Wiſdom, Life and Power of the Father ) do for his Sheep ? 

Anſw. He doth great things for them,. which utter who can z but 
happy is he that feels and knows them. He gives them a new 
Nature, a new Spitit, a new Heart, a new Name,. which none - 
knoweth but he that bath it ; for itis written on the white ſtone, 
which none elſe receives, nor none elſe can read, but he that 
hath the eye which is of him, what 1s written thereon. He giveth 
them eternal Life, he leadeth them into the poſtures of Life, he, 

iveth them to drink of the-Warters of Life, He patreth: them 
forth out of the Priſon-houſe, out of the Chains and Fetters, out 
of the Darkneſs, out of the Bonds, and from under the burthens 
of the Soul, into the pure Light and liberty of the Spirit, Where 
they taſte, know and enjoy of his freedom, and dwell with bim, 
2nd reſt with him, and lie down with him, and riſe up with him, 
even in. the ſame eternal Life, Spirit and Power, wherein his 
, dwelling 
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dwelling-place is. And all this they enjoy ſafely, heatkening to 
the Voice of the Shepherd, and turning from the voice of the 
ſtranger, which it is natural to them to do, Fox being turned 
from man, born of that which is immortal, and keeping to that ; 
that ear which is there received, Will alone hearken to the Voice 
of him who is Immortal ; and the voice of the ſtranger (who ſpeak- 
eth of himſelf) is preſently diſcerned and turned from, by him 
that heareth with the true ear, The Lord God, who # the Spring 
and Fountain of all good, inflame people with deſires after the pure Life, 
and holy Nature, which « of and from Chriſt the Seed, bis Son ; and 
ſatisfie thoſe deſires which are ſingly and uprightly after him, | 
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The Concluſion. 


Lorious was the eftate of the Church, before the Apo- 
ftacy,for Purity of Dotrine, for holy Order and Diſ- 
cipline, for Love to God, one to another, and ta all 

' men (even of Enemies) for Faith in God, for the 
Preſence and Power of his Spirit among them (inſomuch as 
the unbeltever coming among them, might find hu heart and 
ſtate reached to, and be forced to confeſs and report: that God 
was in them of a truth) for ſinpleneſi and uprightneſſe of 
Heart, meekneſs and innocency f Spirit and Converſation, 
for zeal for God and bu Truth, ſuffering the ſpuling of their 
Goods, Impriſonn.ents, Stripes, and many otber nayes, both 

from the Heathen, and alſo from the profeſſuig Jews, who 

had been the Church once. O what ſhall I ſay tohterning the 
beauty and lovelineſs of that State! Ye that would know ity 
G 2 | O 
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O wait to- feel it in that , which groeth the true ſence 
#, 

| þ But over thus glorious State, came a dark , thick, corrupt 
night, wherein the Kernel was loſt, and the Shell defaced ; 
wherein the Houſe, which had been ſwept and garniſhed, be- 
came again recovered and poſſeſſed by the wicked ſpirit, And 
how great hath this darkneſs been'! 0 what a kind of Church 
| hath appeared in the World, wherein the ſpirit of Enmity 
hath dwelt and atted in men, under the Name of Chriſtianity ! 
So that inſtead of loving and ſeeking the good of Enemes,they 
are ready to rend and tear one another for every little diffe- 
rence, and will be Lords over mens Faith, requiring men to 
prattiſe things in Religion, before the Spirit of the Lord teach- 
eth them ſo to do, mich the Apoſtles did not, For though they 
bad from God the expreſs knowledge of what was Truth, . and 
could certainly inſtruft and build men up therem ; yet they were 
not Lords over mens Faith 5 but if men were otherwiſe mind- 
ed then according to what they knew end tawght, they could 
wait and bear with them, bidding them walk ſo far as they 
had attained, and God in bus due time would reveal the reſt 
alſo, O that men were come to this Spirit again! Then they 
would be Chriſtians indeed, and then they might be known to 
be (hriſts Diſciples, by their loving the Brethren and fellow- 
Deſcriples, But without thu love, mens Religion us but as a 
zinkling Cymbal, making a noiſe and ſound of ſomewbat, but 

not baving the true Nature or Virtue of Religion init. 
Now will it not be a glorious Day, when the Spirit of the 
dick darkneſs, and cauſeth the or 


Lord cleanſeth away thu 
of bis pure Truth to ariſe and appear again ?. Why there us ſuch 
a Day tobe, wherein the true Church (which was reproached 
aud artven into the Wilderneſs) u to come out of the Wilderneſs: 

: again, . 


who marcheth on fighting with the Sword of the Spirit (the 
w-rds of bis mouth) conquering and to conquer thereby the cor- 
rupted Antichrifttan World, even as be did at firſt the corrupt 
Heatheniſh World, The Lord will purife hus Temple, and 
cleanſe the World, by the Plagues of bu Angels which he bath 
prepared, making way for the beauty of hu Truth, and the 
(hurch of his gathering 5 wherem he will bring forth bu Righ- 
teouſneſs, wherein hu Pozer ſhall appear, wherein his Preſence 
ſhall be made manifeſt, wherein that which ſhined before'in the 
Primitive Church, ſhall ſhine again in this new-reared Build- 
ing of his, imſomuch as men ſhall be forced to ſay, This is 
the Church ot Chriſt indeed, God is here of a truth g 
This is the Goſpel-Jeruſalem indeed, which is built upon 
the holy Hill of Son, in which Innocency, Righteouſ- 
nefſe, Truth, Love, Sweetnefſe, Peaceablenefle, and 
the gentle Nature and Spirit of the Lamb lives and reigns; 
and the Lord bleſs thee, O Habitation of Juſtice, and 
Mountain of Holineſs, 

Now of a truth this Work ts begun. The times of refreſy- 
ment are come from the Preſence of the Lord, The Lord bath 
heard from Heaven, pittying the cries of hus Seed, and hath 
viſited thetr Souls, cauſing the Light of Life (even the pure 
Light of. the everlaſting (ovenant) to ſhine upon their Taber- 
nacles, But whoever would know theſe things, and partake 
of them, muſt come in at the Door, by the Guidance of the 
Spirit, through the Light which 1 with bim. And he that 
world enjoy the full Light (even the foinings forth of the Sun 
at noon day) muſt begin with its glimmerings, even that in 
the heart, which diſcovereth and draweth out of the corrupt 


ftate: 


again, and her Witneſſes ftand on their feet again, and” hep FX 
Jeed to ſpring up inthe Power of Life, following the Lamb, | ©: 


_—_ "re OO 
ſtate of the IWorld, towards the Father, O hear and live. Do 
not d1ſpute about its but wait to feel it 3 upon the feeling of it, 
deſpijing the ſhame, and taking up, and enduring the Croſs, 
and ſo bearing the reproach and ſufferings of Chriſt in thy Age 
and Generation, And as thou abeyeſt, thou ſhalt know of its 
D-frme 3 but out of the pure Faith and Obedtence, there ts na 
true, ſjund, dep, rooted knowledge ; but all of that kind 
muſt be parted mth, for the knowledge which ts of the Faith, 
and which ts made manifeſt and increaſed inthe Obedience ; 
which knowledge ts of a far mare excellent Kind and Nature, 
than that which thou art to part with for it, The Lord guide 
thy Mind, and ſtretch forth his Hand to help thee, who from 
the leaſt touch of a true Nature and Spurit, deſireſt after the 
pure Truth and way of eterna{ Life, Amen, 


This Teſtimony (here beld forth) ts faithful and true, and 
(1 know) the Witneſs of God in many hearts will anſwer to 
it 5 and happy 1s he that maketh a right uſe of it, For, ſo 
doing, his Soul will not fall ſhort of the pure ltoing Truth, 
nor ſet up any thing elſe for Truth which ts not. 


THE END. 
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